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In the BOOK 95 
Common- Prayer, 


Explain'd and Vindicated againſt the Ex- 
ceptions of the late Learned Dr. Walls ; and the 
Miſrepreſentations of Mr. Baxter, 5 Mr. Calamy, 
and other Diſſenter s 

Wherein Directions are fn 72 Finding 
the Eccleſiaſtical New and Full Moon; the Domi- 
nical Letter, &c. Together with a Table of the 
Lunar and Solar Cycles, Golden Number, and 
Dominical Le: ters for 532 Years : Shewing, tliat 
the Full Moon is the Fourteenth Day incluſive 
from the New Moon. And a PREFACE, 

giving an Hiſtorical Account of the ſaid Rule, 
and the ſeveral Obje&ions made againſt it. 


Together with 


An APP E N D IX, 


| Shewing the 


True TIME of Keeping 
St. Matthias s Day in Leap- Yeats. 


Wherein are inſerted A. B. Sancroft's Order. 
And Dr. Wallis LET IT 15 R ro 1 Fell 
concerning the ; 2 ＋ D. 1684. LK. 
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Lately publiſh'd by *he ſame Author, 
+ 1 HE True Time of keeping St. Matthias 


Day in Leap-Years. Shewing , that it is to 


be kept on the 24th, and not on the 25th of Febyn- 
ary, as ſome Almanacks place it. Wherein are in- 
ſerted, I. Dr. Walir's Letter to Biſhop Fell on this 
Subject, A D. 1684- printed from his Original 
Manuſcr'>t. II. Archbiſhop Sancreft's Order, ſent 
to the Ciergy of his Province, on this Point, 
A. D. 1684. III. Colle tions out of Accounts of 
Time ſhewing the ancient Uſage of celebrating this 
Feſtiyal, and the Manner of Intergalating in Biſſix- 
is or Lea Years, I intended e oparidhy to the 
Rule for finding E ASTER, &c.] Price 64. 


2. The Rule for finding . EASTER , &c. Ex- 
Plain'd. ee ee 

3% The true Time of keeping St. Matthias, 
Dey in Reap- arr. ; 


Being Abridgments of the larger Treatiſ:s, and 
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fitted to be bound with Common- Prayers: Price a 
Half. penny each, or 35. per 100. N 


4. The Lawfulneſs and Right Manner of keeping 
Cpriſtmas, | 


5. The Duty and Manner o Propagating the Goſpel. 
1ewn in a Ta preach'd at the Pariſh Church 


of St. Martin Outwich, and Poplar-Chapel, on May 


27. 171i, Being Trinity-Sunday., On the read- 
ing the 2uten's and Biſhop of London's Letters, re- 
quiring a Colle&ion to be made the Week follow- 
ing in the ſeveral Pariſhes within the Bills of Mor- 
t#iity, for the Uſe of the Society for Propagating the 
Coſpel in Foreign Parts, Price 3 4. ned Gs 


% 
- 


v 


1 


Ku Lx for Finding Eaſter 


In the BOOK of 
Common Prayer, 


Explain'd and Vindicated, 


of Againſt the Exceptions of the late Learned 


Xs 


Dr. Wallis; and the Miſrepreſentations 
of Mr. Baxter, Mr. Calamy, and other 
Diſſenters. | 


wherein Directions are given for Finding 


the Eccleſiaſtical New and Full Moon ; the Do- 
minical Letter, & · Together with a Table of 
the Lunar and Solar Cycles, Golden Number, 
and Dominical Letter for 532 Years : Shewing, 


that the Full Moon is the Fourteenth and not the | 


Fifteenth Day incluſive from the New Moon, 


Anda PREFACE, giving an Hiſto- 


rical Account of the ſaid Rule, and the 


ſeveral Objections made againſt it. 


LONDON: 


by Printed for J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe near 


Weſt-Smithfeeld, J. Knapton, J. Wyat, H. Clements, 
and 7. Holland, in St. Paul's Church-Yard ; 
J. Bowyer in Ludgate-Sireet ; D. Brown without 
Temple-Bar ; J. Fox in Weſtminſter-Hall 5; and 
G. Strahan in Cornhill. 1712. 
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Price One Shilling. 
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becauſe in the following Preface and Confe- 
rence there is very ſeldom Mention mad: 
of the Editions of the Books there re- 

err'd to, and in many places References 
to the Authors Names on 73 I have tought 
it proper to ſub join the following Catalogue. 


U#ores Latinæ Lingue cum Notis Pien Got ho- 
„„ 1595; = 1 5 
Ambroſii Divi Opera, 2 Vol. Paris. Fol. 1686, 
ters Nonconformiſts Plea for Peace, 8 vo. 1679. 
Defence of the Nonconformiſts Plea for 
Peace, 8 vo. 1680. 
Engliſb Nonconformity as under K.Charle; II. 
& K. James II. truly Stated & Argued, 4ro. 1689, 
Narrative of his Life and Times, Fl. 1696, 
The Abridgment of it, ſee Calamy, 
de Opera, Col. Agrip. 2 Vol. Fol. 1612. 
eridge's Inſtitutiones Chronologicæ, 470. 17-5. 
Abridgment of it, V. Introductio ad Chro- 
ologiam. | 
yham's French Churches Apology for the Church 
of England, & c · 8 v. 1706. 
ndel's Hiſtoire du Calendrier Romain, Amp. 8 us. 
1710. 
ker's Tractatus Paſchalis, 8 0. 1664. 
co, Vide Sacro Boſco- 
heriz Comment. in ViQorii Canonem Paſcha- 
em, Antw+ Fol. 1633. 
e Reformed Calendar, or an Eſſay towards alte- 
ing our Julian Calendar to a nearer Conformity 
Fitch Icyth, Cc. 8% 1701, | 
| bs Cla vir 


& 
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Introductio ad Chronologiam, Oxon. 8 vo. 1704. 


Holder sDiſcourſe concerning Time, 2 Eat. 1 20.17 


* An INDEX. 
Clavis Calendaria, or the Liturgy Calendar of th 
Church of England explain'd, 8vo. 1700: T. 
Calamy's Abridgment of Baxter's Narrative of bi 
Life and Times, 8. 170. 
Defence of Moderate Nonconformity, Part: 
and 3, 8v0. 1704-5. 
Clavii Opera, Fol. 1612, 
The Clergyman's Vade Mecum, 3d Edit. 8 ue. 11:4 
Collier's Hiſtorical and Geographical DiCtonary, 
2 Vol. Fel. 1700, 
Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
Durel's Vindicie Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ, 4to. 1669, 
Euſebii Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica & Vita Conſtantini 
Paris, Fol. 1659. 
Z ASTER. Vid. Booker, Gadbury , Letter, Pell 
Rule, Wright, 
Falkner's Libertas Eccleſiaſtica, 8vo. 
Fiſts Anglo. Romana, or the Feaſts of the Engliſh 1 
RomanChurch with their Faſts& V igils, 1 20. 1679 
Tullwooa's Grand Caſe, 120. 1663. ] 
Gadbury's Feſtum Feſtorum , c. 8v0. 1687. 
Hoaaly's Res ſonableneſs of Conformity to th# 
Church of England, Part 1. 2d Edit. S vo. 170 
Defence of the Reaſonableneſs of Conforf 
mity, 8 vo. 1705. 


. 


Aooper's Diſcourſe of Leut, 8 vo. 1695. 
Hopton s Concordancy of Years, 8 vo. 1615. 
Jackman, Vid. Letter» 
T/idori HiſpalenſisOrigines ap. Aufores Lingue Latindl 
The Julian and Gregorian Year, Ce. 4to. 1700. 
V Gregorianum perpetuum, Paris. 12 
1583. 
A Letter from Dr. Walis to Biſhop Fel, Vid. 7. 
true Time of keeping St. Matthias's Day in Lea) 


Years. 
1 oP 


of AUTHORS. 3 
To Sir John Blencow, [ Vid. The Philoſophical 
Tranſactions of the Royal Society, Vol. 23. 
240. for March 1698 
From Rich. Thornton, Eſq; to the Secretary of 
he Royal Society on his reading Dr. Wallis's 
etter to Sir John Blencow ; [Vid the Philoſophi- 
al Tranſactions for March 1705. Vol.24. p. 1902. 
From Mr. John Jackman to the Secretary, &c. 
giving an Explanation of the Rule for finding 
ASTER ; | Vid. The Philoſophical Tranſacti- 
ons of October 1705. Vol. 24. N. 303. 
To Mr. John Olyffe touching the Declaration 
pf Aﬀent and Conſent, 8 vo. 17-3. 
vthorp's I bridgmeat of the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions. 3 Pol. qto. 1705. 
5's Inſtitutio Aſtronomica, Traje#i, 4to, 1689. 
e true Time of keeping St. Matthias's Day in 
WL cap. Years, 890. 1712. 
Ww:on's Coſmographia, 8 vo. 1679: 
hols's Comment on the Book of Common-Pray. 
r, Fol. 1709. 5 | 3; 
ffe's Defence of Miniſterial Conformity to the 
SSC hurch of England, 8 vo- 1702: 
Second Defence of Miniſterial Conformity 
o the Church of England, 8wo' 1703, 
e Peaceable Deſign, being a modeſt Account of 
the Nonconformiſts Meetings, Cc. 120. 1675. 
's EASTER net miſ-tim'd, 4z0. 1664. 
avii Opus de Doctrina Temporum, 3 Vol. Pa- 
ris, Fol. 1700. | | | | 
Rationarium Temporum, Franeker, 120. 1700, 
biloſophical Tranſactions of the Royal Society; 
Vid. Jackman, Thornton, Wallis. 
e Rule for finding EASTER, &c. Explain'd and 
Vindicated ; wherein is ſhew'd the Rubrick's 
Agreement with rhe Council of Nice, and that 
Dr- Wallis's Exceptions are groundleſs and falſe, 
8$V0* 709. ply Sacro- 
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gacroboſco Computus Eccleſiaſticus ar the Eud of 
Sphzra emendata, cum notis Franciſci Jundi 
& Elie Vineti Santonis, Antw- 120. 1573. p 
caliger de Emendatione Temporum- 
w—Elenchys Calendarii Gregoriani. 
Sherlock's Diſcourſe of Church Unity, 8 v. 168 
Secratis Hiſtoria Ecclefiaſtica, Paris, Fol 1659. 
Soxomen Hiſtoria Ecceſiaſtica, Paris, Fol. 1659: 
Spankemii Introductio ad Chronologiam & Hiſt 
Sacr. 40. 1694. 
Suiccri Theſaurus Eccleſiaſticus, 2 Vol. Baſil, WM 
1 68 - | 4 
Theodoreri Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica, Paris, Fol. 1659 
Thornton, Vid. Letter. 7 
Wallis s Letter to Sir John Blencow, Vid. Letter. 
Diſcourſe of the Chriſtian Sabbath, in 
Parts, 4to. 1693-4- "FS. 1 
Wheatly's Church of England Man's Companioſ 
Oc. 8 vo. 1710. 5 
Wright's Poſtſcript [to his ſhort View of Mr. 1; 9 
ſton's Chronology of the Old Teſtament] about 
our Rule for keeping EASTER, 4to. 1705 


4 
if 
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Engliſb Bible, Fol. 1576, and 1640. 
Common- Prayer- Book, London, Fol. 1627. 85 
et, Fol. 1657 . 
Coſins's Devotions, 120.1627, 72. 3s 
Gibſon's Synodus Anglicana, 8 vo. 1709, i 
Miſſale ad Uſum Eccleſiæ Sarisburienſis, Roan. 4 
1506, and 1521; and Lond. 1555. 
The true Time of keeping St, Marthias's Day ii e. 
Leap-Years, 8VO. 1712. | 5 
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| The PREFACE 


N GIVING ; 


22 Hiſtorical Account of the 
Rule { ſor finding Eaſter, cc. 
And the |, rde, made 


Wop tt. 


HIS Rule, which has been made 
of late Years ſuch a Bone of 
. Contention amongſt us, was not 
"" printed in the Book of Common- Prayer till 
1266 2. when (together with the Tables 

and Rules for the Moveable and Immoyeable 
g E , toget ber with the Days of Faſting and 

Alſtinence through the whole Tear,) it was 
; taken from Bp. Coſin's Devotions , printed 
m 


——_—_— 
1 
A 


1. 


in 1627. 120. * and inſerted i into the Li- 
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1 ſome later Editions of Biſhop Coſn ns Devoti- 
1 icularly the 6th in 1672, and the ↄth in 

8 1603] th is Rule is thus expref'd : EASTER. 
DAV La ran the Sunday after the Day which is 
. called, The Eaſter-Limit; which is found for any 
Tear by the Help of its Golden Number in the Table 
before; for which Pur * there is a Table of 

SEASTER-LIMI 


& turgy; 


11 PREFACE. 
turgy; probably out of Reſpect to the 
Biſhop ; for ABp. Sancroft and Dr. Pell, to 
whom the Reviſion of the Calendar was 
committed, , were at that time his Chap. 
lain: But there is a ſmall Difference be-. 
tween them. For that in the Biſhop's 
Devetiens, is in theſe Words: EASTER. 
* DAY, (on which the reſt depend) is al-F 
< waps the Firſt Sunday afcer the Full oon, 
© which beginneth next the Equinoctial of the Ec 
Spring in March. Whereas 4Bp. San- 0 
creft and Dr. Pell, that they might make 
it the more plain and intelligible, put it in 
the Words which now ſtand in the Cale. 
dar, viz. * EASTER-DAY (ot 
which the reſt depend) is always the firit WW 
Sunday after the firſf Full Poon, chat hap. 
: rs nert after the One and Twentieth 
Dapok Parch, And if the Full Moon; 
happens upon a Sunday, EASTERN DAT 
© ts the Sunday after. | 
I have not obſerv'd, either in the x. or 
2. Book of K. Edw.VI. northatof 2.El;z. 
nor thoſe of K. James l. or K. Char. I. or even 
the Scorch one any other Direction given 
for finding EASTER, than the Table to 
find EASTER for ever; which I believe is 
of greatAntiquity(as well as the Col. Gol- 
den Number:) ſince I have ſeen it in 2 Mi. 


2 


2 


+ See Synedus Anglicans, p. 69. 
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. ſalt in Uſum Satum, printed on Pajchment 
Lat Roan, in 40. 1506. and 1521. an 41. 
N Pianacki, of the ſame Nature wichthe able. 


7 in the preſent Book of Common- Prayer, tho” 
Warying very much from one ahother; 
ſome having fewer, ſome more Columns. 
In a Mile ad uſum Eccleſ. Sarisburienſis, 
Lond. 1555. 25 are theſe Verſe, reſacing 
4 chis Subject: 


F Moveable Feaſts calculated for 40 Mars, 5 


: 3:14 > * 
But excepting che Rubrick Se en 
10 ned! in Bp. Coſins Devotions , I have not 
22 55 with any other than the Two follow- 
ing ones: The F 1111 is in the Preces. priva- 
A 12 in Studioſarum Gratiam collectæ, & Regia 
12 Autboritate approbate, & quibuſdam. i in locis 
| — — — — 

N. B The ſame Verſes are e in Dr. Peli's 
WF aſter not miſetimed: With an Explication of them. 
: 5 he Firſt Dire&ion is what we do. not uſually 
make uſe of; and the latter is in Effect the ſame 
with the Rule in the Calendar, as will appear by 
alculating Eafter, the 21ſt of March , Rgaifyi ing 
he Vernal Equinox, 


* B 2 etiam 


% 4 ” Fa 
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mentioned, at the End of the Almanack, 
2 0 which has, as I ſaid before, in all Editi- 


' Afvveable Feats; and has been calculated 


FWernal 
lor 21ſt of March] was 11. by the Nicen ? 


iv P RE F A CE. 


etiam auctæ, 1573. in 160, The Second, 
before a Bible in ſmall Fol. printed at Los 
don, in 1576. which tho' it has no Com- 
non Pray er before it, has, notwithſtanding, 
(as ſeveral other Editions of the Bible prin- 
ted about that Time have , the Calendar 
before it. | ? 

In the Firſt of theſe, vix. the Preces pri- 
vatæ, &c. There are near the Beginning of 
ir, amongft other things relating to the 
Calendar, theſe Verſes ny to this Point, 


Pit May tis Nonas ubi fit nous Luxe Yequires 
uu Dies Domini Tertia, Paſchs renet. {| 


in the Second, wit. The Bible before: ' 


ons of the Book of Common-Prayer, ſince | 
1662. bore the Name of a Table of the 


* : r e a 2 
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conftantly for 40 Years \, ) there is ba- 
other things dro: th hed the Calendar, 4 


— * 


2 The Reaſon why we arc 7 directed to o be. 3 

in after the None * ] of Merch, is 

cauſe the 14th Dry Þoclk oe Con ( which is the Full F 
Mew ) from any Day before it, would fall before the 
Equinex,' [ or the 21ſt of March, ] Whereas 
the nf Full Moon affer the Verne! Equinex , Mi 


Cexncil to vegulate EASTER. 
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PREFACE. v 


Rule to 5nd out EASTER for ever, in theſe 
Words, Being in the 12. Chap. of Exodus, 
© commanded 1 God to the Iſraelites, . 
© bold Eaſter, | which « to ſay the Paſſo- 
© yer | in Remembrance of their Deliverance 
E out of Egypt, ufon the fourteenth Day of the 
F firſt Month, to wit, at the full of the 
5 Moon, many and ſundry Opinions have af+ 
terwardi riſen concerning the keeping of the 
WE ſame: Hereupon in the Year 324, Con- 
ſtantine then reigning, in the Council of 
Nice, emongeſt other things it was deereed, 
W That Eaſter ſhould be kept the fourteenth or 
W ffreemb Moon, to wit, the full Moon in 
March, which. x the fir Moneth of tbe 
Yere, the Sun then. entring the tenth Day 
thereof into Aries ; the Spring there begin- 
neth, and the Tear alſo, after the Manner 
of the Feu, Aſtrologers, and many otbers. 
To find it oute, it is to be underſtood, that 
Eafter « ever the fir Sunday after the full 
Moon in March. But this is to be noted, 
= that you muſt return no higher than t 
twenty ſecond of March, nor yet aſcend no 
Vsber than the twenty fifth of April. 
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F * * > 8 28 2 7 : _ WW. 
FP 


8 


9 


8 22 —— cn. do 


Ni. B. Ina Common Prayer Book, printed at 
„n, 1627. Fol. which is in the Bodlezan Library 
| F Oxford, and in which the Golden Numbers are 
cd in a different Order than uſually, wiz. 
= ö ” 4 Days 


ed , BAS TER in this following Alms. Wi 


Fall into April. 


vi PREFACE. 
At the Reviſion of the Book of Common. Wh 
Prayer, in 1667. there was inſerted into WF 


i. — a ww 
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4 Days higher ; ſo that in March, the Golden Number 


1 


11 844 
* 14 Lune.. | 


wack, as. vhe Golden Number w now fet in it, you mul 9” 
do. thus : * | 14 22811. g Ny 0 
| Obſerve againſt what Day in March the Golan 
Number of that Year, whoſe EASTFR you would know, . 
n plac'd; and from that Day incluſive, reckon to h. 
z eh downward, and that 5h Day, if it fall aficr tl: 
Nones of March, « the Day of che New Moon, 4. 
ter which the 14th Day incluſive « the full Moon; 
und then the Dominical Letter of the ſame Trar, 
which followeth that Pay of the full Moon, ſbewi i 
90u 'tbe EAS TER- DAV. "according to the Old A.. 
count mhich 1 ftill olſer ] d inthe Church of England. 
he Reaſon wby you reckon wow from the Place of 111 
olden Number t tbe 5th Day downward, 2 % . 
taule the Golden Numberg rhemſebver are in this A.: 
manack reamov'd all higher rowards-the. Head of ea 
Month by 5 Days,thanthey were placed before ancient. 
The New Moon, from whence, you learn the Full 
Moon, wuft follow the Nones of March, and 1 
the 


PREFACE. vii 
the Calendar, ( as I ſaid before) together 
with the Tables of Moveable and Immoveable 
eaſts, &c. this Rule which has been ſince 
ade ſuch a Bone of Contention amongſt 
s. 1 
= -In the Year 1664, the Aſtronomical 
oon, viz. the Moon in the Heaven,; and 
She Eccle/iaſtical one, wiz. that found by 
he Column of Golden Numbers, happening 
o differ from each other, this Rule be- 
ame Matter of great Diſſention: The 
Nonconformiſts, in order to juſtify their 
1 on-compliance with the Liturgy, laid 
Pold of this Difference between the Aſtro- 
4 bomical and the Eccleſiaſtical Moon, as an 
PPjection againſt the Book of Common- Pray- 
. as having in it A Falſe Rule for finding 
1 aſter ; and became a very plauſible Obje- 

fy 


7 
. 


Fon againſt Mini ſterial Conformity; one 
ondition of which was, ( and is ſtill) 
e giving an Unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 
2 and every thing contained in the Book 
Common-Pzayer. 

There were Some indeed at this time, 
ought the Almanack- Makers only to 
ame, as if they had miſplaced Exfer- 


* 


:; of which Mr. Gadbury has given 


1 


4 bis Account, 1 I well remember, ſays 
V. — wy 1 a 3 
" See his Feſfum Feſtorum, p. 38. 

L | 
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he, © what a great Rufile, Anno 1664, 
© there was in this Nation, about the right 
© obſerving of this Holy Fealt. The King 
and Council were troubled with Complaint: 
© about it. And it was alledged to the King' 
© Majeſty, that all the Almanack-Maker; 
for that Year, were miſtaken in the rig 
timing of this Fealt, and had impoſed ii 
wrong Eaſter upon the World. Upon which 

noiſy Charge, the Learned Dr. Pell, Cha- 
lain to the then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

wrote an ingenious Diſcourſe in a Letter u 

a Friend in London; which was after- 
wards. Printed, bearing this Title: 
EASTER not miſ- timed. In which tb 
worthy Gentleman plainly proved, wher: 
the Error lay; and the Aſtrologers «i 
Almanack-Makers were alſo juſtly defen- 
ded, as well in reſpect of the Truth of th:rM 
Art, a4 from an lan Hes of their confe-· 
* derating together to delude the World with «if 
* falſe Eaſter ; whereas many of them live 
remote from London, and from each other, i 
and the moſt of them unknown one to the 

other. And the next Year, viz. 1665. f. 

- veral of them that wrote Almanacks, 4 
Mr. Wharton, Mr. Wing, Mr. Booket, 
and my ſelf, as ſenſible of the Injuſtice, a 

_ well as Unreaſonableneſs of that ridiculou Wi 
* Clamour, wrote 4 particular Defence « 
| tht 
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PREFACE. iN 
the Art, at to that Matter, In the ſeveral 
Almanacks of that Tears as may be ſeen 

| 3 any that plea eaſe ro take the pane 7 Peruſe 
them. 
Had it been expieſſed in the Rule, that 
he Full Moon meant therein, was not to 
de found in the Common Almanacks , "9 
Not by the Column of Golden Numbers in the 
Palendar of the Book of Common. Prayer, tliete 
Would have been no rom for any Ob; ecki 
& agdinft it; but the Want of fue Dj- 
q Won, gave "the, as well as ſince , (and 
tobably will bere rer, , when this Trac 
Wall be forgotten, if no ſuch Direktion be 
en,) a very great Handle for a Cla- 
Pour againſt the Rule. 
But however, this unreaſonable Clamony 
Was fo perfectly filenced by this Learned 
| rackof Dr. Pell, and by theſe Almanack- 
A particularly! Mr. Booker, that it 
K. 


r > cn 4 4 62. 


T Asr to ts doko which Mr. Godin 
Has mentioned, I bave not yet heen ahle to 
Peet with them, nor with ſeveral other iece 
hich have been wrote on this Subject, which 
Pould gladly have conſulted on tkis Occalions 
Warticularly, An Eſay towards the Reformation of the 
lian Calendar, Ann. 1664. ad ould pong 
wry 


23 it as a ps Ta 
8 me? As t «ibs MLT pels and 


them 1 
ent 
( Booker 3 Takte, 1 have not abfra#cd them 
. C , 


1675. when a little Book was publiſhea| N . 
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lay Dormant, as far as I can find, till 048 


in 120. by ſeveral Nonconformiſt Mini fert 
principally Mr. Jobn Humphrey, wich ti 
Title, The Peaceable Deſign; Being a medi 
Account of the Nonconformiſts Meetings, 2/1808 
ſome Reaſons for their Nonconformity,* 
Theſe Authors, after Recital of che 7-4 
Rule, ſpeak thus : Now examine this Ri D 
fer the Taft Year 1674, and you will , 
the firſt Full Moon after the 21/4 of March 
was upon the Toth of April, and con my 
uently if this Rule hold good, the na 
nes which was April the 12th ſou 
have been Eaſter-Day; but Eafter-Day, val 
on the 19th of April, as the Table fer 2 
Years does tell you, as well as our Almanach 4 
did. And how then ſhall we declare an Aſcot 0 
and Conſent to all and every thing con 
tained in this Book? Ih Table is in bb Bal 
and the Rule is in the Book. If the Table 4 
true, the Rule is falſe. E is a grievous Ci 
that we muſt be turned out of our Livings, Mn „K 


wee cannot give an 1 8 and Conſerl . 
| 15 both: * 14 


eee e eee ants — — 5h 1 
here, xs 1 have others Books of chis Nature, be 
8 2 1 intend to publiſh them entire with Note 


Ene wo ent be given me to dwell ow 
Subj: any longer. 7 
1 was nee in 1880. but whether any Parti- Wo | 


by A 78 ever made to it I know not. M 


S 
7 
5 5 o 
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J 4 Mr. Baxter in his Non-Conformifts Plea 
„peace, 89 1679. p. 160. &c. having reci- 
ed the Rule ſays immediately, 1: is falſe; as, 
wn Every Almanack will ſhew. 2. The Table 


8 pllowing to find out Eaſter for ever, 3, And 
e Practice of our Church that keepeth Eaſter 
a: another Day: And to couſent to uſe this 
SR ue, he ſays, is to conſent to keep Enſter- 
"Day contrary to all Chriſtian Churches, and 
| Ein:trary to another Rule in the ſame Book; and 
22 conſent to uſe both Rules, is to conſent to 
ep 2 Eaſter-Days in one Year, and ſo f 
82 'ter-Term, He immediately adds, That 
e Conformiſts ſay, That Aſſenting to, Ap- 
roving of, and conſenting to all things 
pontained and preſcribed, &c. fipnifieth 
as to humane fallible Writing, ſo far 
$$ there is no miſtake] or aſſenting and 
a onſenting to be peaceable. But that o- 
c,, that it is but to aſſent that it is 
A ue where it is not falſe; and approve it 
good where it is not bad; and to con- 
ene to uſe it where I have no Cauſe to 
ie contrary.] And they att, ſays he, 
. i beiber this be the uſual or proper Signife- 
ion of ſuch Words ? 2. Whether any Non- 
WEonformiſts wou'd refuſe it in that Senſe ? 
bet ber they will give leave to the Papiſts 


= 5 * 
by 


| 3 nd all other Subjetts to take tbe Oath of Al- 
95 giance in ſuch a kind of Seuſe and Ex poſiti- 
0 C 2 But 


; 8. 
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Bat adds he, p. 161. There is one that Bat! . 
defended this as true; [ meaning the Author 7 
of 5 not miſ: timed, whom in p. 162 
he calls Dr. Pell] and tells us, that by tu or 
Full Moon is nor meant that which we cal Ide 
the Full Moon, or the ſame that's meant in t 
other parts of the Book ; but by the Full Moone: 
4 meant | the mean Conjunction] and the got 
4th of April that Year, 1664 or | 14 Day vo. 
after the ancient New Moon found by the Go 
Golden Number the 14th day of the Ec. e 
cleſiaſtical Cyclic Month. | For an Old 
Maſs Book ſaith, © Poſt veris Æquinoctiun / 
Quere Plenilunium, & Dominica proxima = 
©ſacrum celebra Paſcha, non verius in ve. 
© nes, 11 mille legas Codices.] After this, 
Mr. Baxter propoſes theſe 8Queries ; 1.41: 
ve ſure this Maſs Book meant not Pleniluni - 
um as we do properly? 2. And are we ſure ther ® 
erred not that wrote this? 3. And yet are yu 
ſure what they meant? 4. Will you perſwad: Wil 
us that our Convocation now borrowed their 
Direction from this Maſs Book? 5. Are ge 
ſure this Maſs Book ſhould be our Rule herein Wil 
of (peaking or interpreting ? 6. And yet not in 
the Calendar, and other Paſſages in our Li- 
turgy? 7. Did the Convocation intend that Wi 
we [hou'd not bere underſtand | the Full Moon] 
properly, nor as in all the tet of the Book © Wl 
8. If this Defender be in the right, was there W* 


e Der 
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vera pla iner Way made to bring all Men to an 
r blicit Faith, to believe as the Convocation 
elieveth, even in Calendars, when we know 
ort what they believe themſelues : And then 
adds, For my part, I muſt confeſs, that after 
55 Dr. (Pell they Jay) bath ſaid of ano- 


$0 ber Senſe of the Word Full Moon] I know 
Mot yet what be means. Qu. Whether tbe Con- 
© yocation meant that none ſhou' d preachChriſt's 
* Goſpel that underſtood not this ſtrange Senſe of 
be [Full Moon] that is, [no Full Moon, 
4er wou d not by one Line expound it to us, 
Wap £cep us from being caſt out and ruined? Or 
5 al they meant, tbat all Men ſhou d be for- 
Bd nd taught to ſubſcribe or declare Aſſent to 
Wat which they never underſtood? When I bad 
ver get ihe dvantage of [peaking with one 
2 iſhop or Conformable Dr. that underſtood the 
g/d | Full Moon] this Dr. taught them, 
becher in good earne ft I know not.) And if 
Conformity muſt be thus performed, by K- 
vocation implicitely, contrary to the com- 
WW: Senſe of Mankind; we (bull yet ſuſpend it, 
we kxow how much further we bave to go; 
WS it be blindfold, that we muſt be led; and re- 
hr 4! 1 God our final 7 udge,wboſe Fudgment 
e are wear, | 
= 1: 1680, Ar. Baxter publiſhed in 89. A 
eſence of the Non Conformitts Plea for 
N ace, er an Account of their Nonconformit y 


againſt 


2 


. 
> 


8 
Fx 3 
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againſt Mr. J. Cheny's Anſwer, called, 7:8; 
Conforming Non-Conformiiſts, and the Non Wto 
Conforming Conformiſt; and therein, in pe. 
81, is much more confident than before We 
But it was becauſe his Adverſary Mr. Ch 
ny had in his Book, Se. 22. fo weakly 
vindicated the Rule, by ſaying, in Sect i 
22. Pp. 67. no more than, (I.) That if it 
an Error, he did nor ent to it, (2.) Tha® 
Hultitudes of Conformiſts aydNon-Confor® : 
miſts little chſerved any ſuch Thing. (3.) Tha 
it is like the Compoſers of the Liturgy, 4 

not know it to be an Error. (4.9 That ſom 
fay ſtill it is not. (F.) That it w2s a Mat 
ter be was not ſtudied: in. (6.) That if i 
Was an an Error, it is not properly an Error in 
Divinity, but belonging to another Science 
(J.) That if it were an Error, be was glad i 
was found out. (8.) That thoſe who fs 
to be an Error, and yet Aſſented to it, did il 
( 9.) That it being an Error, alien from tb 
Road of Divinity, not diſcerned by Multitude 1 . 
of either Side, never uſed in Church Service 
fitteſt for a Fury of Almanack- Makers to d. 
cide, not known to our Governors, not mul 
Material whether it be ſo or no, were it noi? 
for theDeclaration of Aſſent; and being ni 
ber Doctrine Diſcipline, Worſhip, Ceremo-i . 
ny nor any part of the Government; and ſom 
do yet continue to affirmgthat it is no Error; h: 5 

b 12 


lp 
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2 poſes, for bat is paſt, none will Iny much 
Motbe Charge of the Conformiſts upon this Ac- 
oeunt; and for the time to come, if indeed it 
e an Error, it will be abated , to thoſe that 
oh ſubſcribe and conform. And again, at 
he cloſe of his Book, he ſays, p. 160. 
Mit cranſlacions & the Calendarabeut Eaſter, 
beat Errors are in theſe, I approve not, ſave 
hto read and uſe the Tranſlation off the Li- 
* Aeurgy. Mr. Baxter in anſwer to his, (1.) 
ys, Nor I; nor will I ſay I do when I do 
Wor: And to what purpoſe then do you write 
„Conformity, ven one Lie muſt not be told 
ve our Liberty. To his Sect. (6) Mbat 
en may Ilie about any other Things? To his 
ect. (g.) And what will not ſome Men af 
nn? You ſee how hard it is for a Non- Con- 
ormiſt to be juſtified with ſome Men, 'wher 
+ :b: Almanacks in England cannot do it 
WS” /uch 2 Point. I am too weak to deal with 
ien, that will not take ſuch Evidence ds 
... To bis Set. (8.) Ir is fad, that when 
ba Convocation,which- is the'Repreſenta« 
=: ve of the Church of England, ſhall all con- 
ent 1% draw up ſuch Things to be impoſed 
24 Kingdom, and ſo great a Parliament re- 
ire Aſſent to it, on the Penalties enatted and 
recuted on ſo many; they ſbou d have no more 
eoncurable a Defence, than you make for them, 


The 


1 
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44 - 

= N I 
x 


* 


xvi PREFACE. : * 


The aforemention'd Mr. Cbeny; aſter 
in his full Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, what i Hv 
the Church of England? With a Defence and We 
Continuation of tbeConformingNon-Con. hi 
formiſts, &c. 8 1680. p. 2 14. ſays, As for th . 
Rule about Eaſter, it is a pardonableOverſight, »Baſ? 
is not tobe charged as aFalſhood; the Cauſe of e 
Conformityand Non- Conformity cannot lil: our - 
upon @ Criticiſm in Mathematicks. Ir being Rule 
clear, that the Parliament never dream d if anot 
any ſuch Miſtake; had they known it, the her: 
would have rectiſied it. From the Time of K. wall « 

Edward VI. the time of Eafter hath been U 
rightly obſerved. It was never the Intention d 
of theParliament to croſs rhe receiv d Uſe ani Mg 
common Computation: Common Equity will Mr 
diſpenſe with this Miſtake. Boe | 
In 1681. Mr. Baxter publiſh'd his Search Her 
for the Engliſh Schiſmaticks; wherein at 
p. 17. he alledges as a Reaſon for Non- vl 
pany „ © that they were obliged 20 de. 
© 'ctare Aſſent to a falſe Rule for finding Eaſter 
Day, and Conſent to keep two Eaſters . 


ten, yea though it be confeſſed falſe ; allu- . 
ding probably to the Conceſſions which 


y 


Mr. Cbeny had made thro' a Miſunder- 
ftanding of the Rule. |; | . : N 

To this the late Dean of St. Pauls [Dr. 
Sherlock] gave a very lame Anſwer, grant- UW 
ing, that the Rule did ſometimes, tho' not 


1 
NL 


often 
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es fail: * And aſſerting, that we do not 
ve our Aſſent and Conſent to it, becauſe 
e are not confined to the Uſe of it, the 
Fhurch having given another Rule, which 
ver fails; | meaning the Table to find 
Huſter for ever ]: And we may uſe which 
"awe pleaſe. The Thing to be done is to find 
our Eaſter-Day; and if we have a certain 
Nule for that, which is always true, and 
another which is ſo generally true, that if 
sbere be any Defect in it, it was not diſcover d 
f late Days, that is a mighty ſqueamiſh 
Ga /cience that ſtrains at ſuch Gnats as theſe; 
Zand Mr. Baxter ſhall have the Glory of ma- 
g 4 Second Paſchal Schiſm in the Church, 
, much more trifling Reaſons than occaſion'd 
fert. We do not give our Aſſent to 
h ſaying in the Common-Prayer-Book, 
= to every thing which is contained in, 
= preſcribed by it, that is, what we are 

nd to ule, and there being Two Rules gi- 
Wer vs for the finding Eaſter, without confi- 
eus to the Uſe of either, we may uſe 
ich we will, and ſo are not bound to uſe 
ow: hich happens to he falſe, but that which 
rue. But to aſſent, as Mr. Baxter, if 
be any Force in this Exception, that 
care bound to uſe them both, and hence 


— 5 
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* e — O — 
ee his Diſcourſe 5 Church Unity, p. 165. 


con- 
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conclude , that we give our Conſent to keey 
Two Eaſters often when the Church's Deſign 
in both the \ules, is to find out but ont Eaſter, * 
( or elſe neither of the Rules can ever be, ug 
falſe) is an Argument of great Ingenuiry, 5 
and great Modeſiy. and a very peaceable De- Ir 
ſign: And yet if this be the worſt of it, * the 
would rather keep Ten Eafters every Year, * 
than be a Schiſmatick ; wnleſs the Church 
ſhou'd command me to believe, that Chrit + 
2ho role from the dead but once, roſe on ®y. 
Two or Three ſeveral Days: And there is m *® 
Danger of this, for we do not obſerve Eaſter or 
as the preciſe Time of Chriſt's ReſurreRion, =, 
no more than the Jews did the Feaſt of the N 
Paſſover. And now I think of it, Ic 
tel! Mr. B. a more material Objection than e 
this from the Difference of the Old «ni 8 


. 
New Stile, by which Means all the Churches . 
Which follew the New Stile, as Holland, ; 
France, Spain, Italy, Cc. Proteſtants, 4 EY 
well as Papiſts, obſerve Eaſter Ten Day: . 
before our Engliſh Eaſter, and many Me. 
Fa chan! 
It is exceeding ſtrange , that ſo confiderablei 8 
28 as Dr. Sherlock ſhould be guilty of ſuch! 
iſtake as this, which a Novice in Chronology and * 
Calcalation (of which it becomes every Scholar u 
have ſome Knowledge) could ſcarce have fallen M., 
into, by reaſon 'tis well known, that ſuch as fo“ 


low the New, as well as ſuch a$ follow the 0/4 wo F 
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„ Gbant, who have come out of France and 
n Holland after their Eaſter, bave come time 


enough 


——— 


1 

. — — — — — 

„ Pert keep thei: E ASTER on a Sunday; ſo 

That when there is aDiffecence between theZ ASTER 

1 br the one and the other, (which by Reaſonef 
| * heir different Manner of ca'culating it, the one 

„Peing govern'd therein by the Epa#, he other by 

dhe Golden Number) the Difference cannot be by 

; 3 10, but 7 Days or Meeks only, And ſometimes, as 
have obſerv'd from Mr- Booker, [ſee the Conference, 

1 

0 

L 


P. 10. ] it is ſomet mes no leſs than 35 Days 


N. B. The fame Miſtake was committed by 
me that objected againſt this Rule, as if it was 
„%, in 1664+ who did not (as the Learned Dr - Pell 
„Pell obſerves in his EASTER not miſ-timed, p. 29 
now the Difference between Fixed and Moveable Feaſts; 
Put imagin'd, that F ance, becauſe it k:eps Chriſtmaſs 
en Days before us in England, muſt alſo keep 
| FASTER ſ too. And bids his Friend to whom 
hat Treatiſe is addreſs'd by way of Letter, ell 
of ole Igniramus's, that if the French will keep 
As TER Ten Days before us. they muſt keep it on 4 
=T hurſday The Difference, adds he, of Old and 
ew Stile was introduced by skipping over Ten Days 
$f the Month of October 1582. but keeping the 
Names of the Week Days unchanged Aud therefore 
Pe Stiles calling the ſxme Day Sunday, and keeping 
FASTER «pon Sunday, muſt needs differ a jult Num- 
Per of Weeks, or not at all» Of the Fourſcore 
rs, adds he, kept ſince 1583, 36 differed not 
2: all, 26 Roman EASTERS were 1 Meek, 5 were 
tels, and 13 were 5 Weeks before thoſe that were 
L ſerved in England. In al Roman Catholick Coun- 
ies, except Vateſia, EASTER-DAY wil be kepe 
| D 2 un 


x N 
3 
i 


— — 3 - — Sc. — 
— — —̃ — —_—— — — -- -- - — 


- 


—-- : * 8 
Er — fl 
e — - 


— — 2323 
r . 


3 


* 


——_— — 


XX PREFACE. 


enough imo England to be puilty of that M Mh 
rid Sin of keeping Two Eaſters in a Yu Wand 
If Mr. B. will but ſet his Wits to work abu Se 
this, he may improve it into as u table eri 
Controverſy, as that of old was of the Quai 
to- decimani; and then let him alone to in Wb 
it into a Schiſm. A 
This lame and imperfet Anſwer bein 
made by a Perſon of ſuch a Figure ar 
Repute in the Church with the Silencec 
all others, as far as I can find for above + 
Years together, gave Mr. Baxter Occaſei Hic 
to triumph, and to be much more poſitiu 
in his Engliſh Non-Conformity as under i Þ 


upon their April 13+ which we call April 3. andi 
Week before us this Year 1664+ But in the reſt i 
Chriſtendom, Holland 2 Zealand excepted, aH 
ſeveral Places of Germany, which ſince 17-0. hay e 
receiv'd the New. Stile] this Var the Tenth «i WM: 
April will be obſerved for an EASTER-DAY even; RM ; 
the remoteft Parts of Aſia and africa, becauſe they, u Wi 
well as we, find EASTER-DAY by the Rule whii * 
were generally receiv'd by all Chriſtians 1132 Ven 
ago; and were obſery'd by all Chr:ſtians ever ſin, i « 
e&/1 A. D. 1583. when in Obedience to a Bull of Pot © I 
Gregory XIII. many Countries celebrated EASTER IK 
a Fortnight ſooner han the reft of Chriſtendom, . 
and ever ſince that Year they have followed new Rules 
for the finding of E ASTER-D 47, viz. by the Epat al 
which has uſurp'd the place of the Golden Number! 
in the preſent Roman Calendar; which Rules W | 
Years hence wil! give them a EASTER- DA! 7 
6 Weeks before ours, but till then none more than; 
Weeks before us. FOE Charles 
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id argued. 4%. 1689. wherein at p. 81. 
Me ſays, Thar the Rule to find Eaſter is ma- 
Perially a Trifle, but formally /o palpable an 
| that we cannot deliberately declare, 
Vat we aſſent to it. They tell us, lays he, 
ﬆ their Calendar, truly bow to find Eaſter- 
Pay; and they add another Rule to find it al. 
5 a,; which is frequently falſe, as every Ale 
Smanack will tell you, viz, That it always tbe 
Funda y,&c.By way of Reply to the Vin- 
Hator of the Rule, | for this Point is ma- 
aged by way of Dialogue] ſaying, ir « 
we for the moit part, tho not always: He 
ſwers, And we will aſſent, that it is 
ie for the moſt part, but not always: And 
ain, in Anſwer to the Vindicator's Say- 
g, it is but a meer Miſtake, and can you 
SW ple Conformity for ſuch a Trifle ; He lays, 
it lawful deliberately to lie in a Trifle ? In 
em it was but an Untruth, for they wrote 
bat they thought had been true. But it wou'd 
a wilful Lying in me, who know it to be 
e. And after he has made the Vindicator 
S lay, But you may in ſubſcribing, or decla- 
e, except that which you know the Authors 
ld have excepted, had they known em to 


UG 


Ie. And you know theſe two moſt 
ging Men, Grotius (de jure Belli) 224 
ee Jer. Taylor, (Duc, Dubit.) Main- 


{ | Fain 
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tain, that nſeful Lying, which hurts no one, | 
& no Sin: A Man's Life may be ſawed by i 
Lie, and anſwered 'em: He makes the % 
Vindicator again ſay, It's a wonder to me, 
that all the Biſhops, Doctors, and Church | 
England ſhould publiſh ſuch a Miſtake, ani 
ne ver a Man of them examine it, and dete 
it; and yet a greater wonder, that the Lordi, "W 
and Biſhops, and Commons, in Parliament, 
ſhould paſs and impoſe it without Examinati- %, } 
on: And again, I marvel what they ſay 3 
this, who expound their Aſſent and Conſent a 
to the Uſe: If they uſe this Rule we muf 
keep two Eaſters oft, one at a right Tim, 
and another at a wrong: Which he anſwer F {; 
in a moſt inſulting Manner. * 
No one, as I can find, thought it worth. f 
their while at this Time, to write an 4» i 
ſwer to this Peeviſh Book. And the Ad 
of Indulgence ſoon after paſſing, the Con. 
troverſj about Conformity was happily huſh 2 
aſleep, particularly the Diſpute about 
this Rule, till, without any Manner of Pro 
vocation, Mr. Calamy, in his 4bridgement « 
Mr. Baxter's Life and Times, | Chap. x.] re.. 
new'd it, by repeating what had been ſail 
by Mr. Baxter and Mr. Humphreys *, in thè , 
Fg, | Book * n 


by 


It is ſtrange, that Mr.Calamy ſhou' d put rheſe Ov . 
jections inthexthc hof his Abriagement of Mr. Baxte, 
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Books before-mentioned. His f An- 


MWoerer Mr. Olly ffe, following Dr. Sherlock, 
ve an imperfect Anſwer : (See Olly ffe's 


Df which I need only fay, what Mr O- 
e has ſaid of it in his ſecond De- 
Ince, p. 213. As to the Rule about 
Eaſter, we will not ſtick to own, that 
wie did not ſtate the Matter with that 
Evidence and Clearneſs that we ſhould 
have done--. It is the only thing, (as to 
the Subſtance of our Defence) that after 
Two Years for Us to Review, and Mr. 
Calamy to pick Holes in, that we find our 
: 4 ſelves ſhort and miſtaken in. 

ee and Times, among The Reaſons of theTjeced 


- — (— 


Denteſt of the Books to which he there refers his 


y was not pretended to be in the Rule till 
$654. A Year and a Half after the BARTH O. 
ZEOMEW-ACT, by whict they were Ejected; and 
dot in the leaſt mention'd in Mr. HICKMAN's 
8 0logia pro Minifiris in Anglia Non conformiſtis; 
"$0 1662. nor the Apologie des Puritains d' Angleterr 

$20. 1663. which are the only Books, as far as I 


14 In leatn, which were then wrote in their behalf. 


2 


9 Þ * See the following Conference p. 27. N. (1) 
EY By 
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Pefence of Miniſterial Conformity. &c p. 
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By this it appears, that Mr. Olyfe du 
not rightly underſtand the Rule, when he 
wrote his firſt Defence. Mr. Hoadly quick 
ly after publiſh'd likewiſe an» Anſwer ty F 
Mr. Calamy, Entitled, The Reaſenableni Fa! 
of Conformity, &c. wherein, p. 112, h: &v 
gives the true Account of this Matter; by tl 
ſo ſhort, that ſuch as were not acquainted! 
with the Meaning thereof before, wen 
not thereby made to underſtand it; and 
therefore Mr. Calamy ſoon after renew! 
his Charge againſt the Rule, by appealing *# 
to the Moon in the HEAVENS, ſaying, . 
That he would fand by that, and let th ri 
Moon in the CALENDAR ſhift for i; r 
ſelf. | See his Defence of moderate Non Mo. 
Conformity. Part 2. p. 238. | n 

Mr. Ollyfe, in his Second Defence, p. 21 ' 
made ample Amends for his Make in the Pc 
former one; and gave a full Anſwer to 87 
what Mr. Calamy had urg'd againſt the “ 
Rule; and clearly Explained, and Vindica. e 
ted, and Confirmed it, to the ſatisfying the a 
Generality of ſuch, as thro' a Miſunder: 
fanding of it, had been led into an Op'- 8 
nion of its being falſe. Mr. Hoadly in hi N. 
Defence of the Reaſonableneſs of Conformity, 
p. 90. argues for the Raa Lune, of un. 
derſtanding the Rule (as he had ſaid i 
muſt ) by the faſt Column in the Calendar, = 

= wichou 88 
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ithout giving any further Explanation of 
ſince it had been ſo fully explain d by 
Mr. Ollyfe. Some time after this, Mr. 
Falamy publiſh'd his Third Defence of mode- 
Rate Non- Conformity; to which he added 
uo Letters, one to Mr. Ollyffe, and the 
ther to Mr. Hoadly ; in which, at p. 324, 
0 407. he juſt hints his Diſſatiſ faction a- 
Hout the Rule, notwithſtanding the Expli- 
cation, and Vindication thereof, which they 
had given. In Anſwer to this Mr. Ol hefe in 
is Third Defence, which is a Sort of Reca- 
Peulation of what had been ſaid on both ſides, 
Priefly refers to what he had largely be- 
Pre explain d: And thus ended this Con- 
over sy. | | 
While Mr. Calamy, Mr. Hoadly, and 
Ar. Ollyffe, were engag'd in Controverſy 
Pout the Terms of Conformity, one Mr, 
Wright, Rector of Kirtoy in Nottingbam- 
ee, publiſh'd at the End of his Sbort 
ew of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology of the 


* 


2 Teſtament, and his Harmony of the Four 
Nangeliſts, 4to. 1703. a Poſtſcript about 
e Rule for finding Eaſter, in Anſwer 
= the Diſſenters; wherein he ſhews, that 

che Difſenters Grounds for thinking 
e Rule was falſe , proceeded from their 
orance of the Uſe of the Column of Gol- 
—_— Nc; in the Calendar. 
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Mr. Calamy ſoon after publiſhed an 4». 
ſwer to this Poſtcript, communicated to 
him in a Letter from a Friend „; the chief 
End of which is to ſnew. Thar ſince the 
Moons in the Calendar, and in the Heaven,, 
are acknowledg d to vary „they could not 
ſolemnly ent tv it 25 a Rule for the funding 
out Eafter fer ever, without opening a 
Door, and giving too much Colour to 
Men's making too bold with Truth on 
many other Occations, where their Inte. 
reſt is concerned. Mr. WWright, in the 
Second Edition of his ſhort View, added, 4 
Reply to the Remarks of a Diſſenter upon our 
Rule for keeping Ea#ter,vz.theabove-men- 
tion'd, publiſh'd by Mr Ca/amy; ſince which, 
as far as Icanlcain our Diſſenting Brethren £ 
have been entirely ſilent upon this Point 

I muſt not here omit taking notice, 

that in the Year 1706. the Judicious and 
earned Mr. Bingham publiſh'd his © Frenc 
8 Churches Apology for the Church of England, 
© or the Objettions of Diſſenters pe of the 'P 
: Articles, Homilies, Liturgy and Canons «1 

* the Engliſh Church conſider d and anſwer! . 

© upon the Prizciples of the Reformed Chur 

* of France: Wherein he takes the Ob 
jeRions, which he anſwers upon the . 


See Calamy's n of Moderate woc, % 
Part a. P. 241, Cc. 8 
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ne and Grounds of the French 
®C-urch, for the moſt part from Mr. Bax- 
ker's afore. mentioned F ng liſh Non conformi- 
, &c. But even this I, cane. and Judi- 
"Kos Author being led into the Opinion 
#hat the Rule was falſe, thro' the Authori- 
*#y of Dr. Sherlock ( whoſe afore cited 
Diſcourſe about Church Unity he has in that 
"Apology made a very good Uſe of) gives 
the Chapter, in which he conſiders the 
afore - cited Objection of Mr. Baxter 
Kgainſt the Rule *, p. 138. this Title: 
the Rules for finding ont Eaſter ; that 
ppaſing them to contradict one another, yet a 
Man may honeflly give his Aſſent and Con- 
nt to uſe the Common - Prayer-Booł. And 
he utmoſt that he ſays in behalf of the 
ULE, is, bar it is 3 on all Hande 
4 thoſe that underſtand Calculations and 
Ffronomy , that it is generally true; and is 
= not every Almanack, adds he, chat will 
er its Filſhood ; and his principal Aim 
to ſhew, as Dr. Sherlock has before, 
"Hat tho it ſhould be faiſe ſometimes, we 
Wight yer lawfully give our ent and 
Gor/ert ro the Common=-Prayer, as well as 
nc French Proteſtants did to the Rules of 
We Gregorian Stile, which were yet falſe ; 


* 


Book 111. Ch. VIII. p. 138. | 
* E2 and 
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and more particularly to a Tranſlation of ® | 
the Bible, which they acknowldg*d had A 
Miſ-tranſlations in it. of 
Some Perſons with Deſign to make they Io 
Rule more agreeable to the common and ' 
uſual way of reckoning amongſt us, have 
made uſe of the Four 2uarters of the Mou % 
taken notice of in every Almanack, making =t# 
the New-Moon to laſt to the 8th Day of . 
it, and thence to the 15th Day to be ano Pa 
Quarter, and again calling it from thence 
to the 22d Day Futll-Moon, or the LA 
Quarter; and ſo that obſerving , that the IF a 
Eccleſiaſtical New- Moon is only 4 Days and ii 
odd Hours later than the Aſtronomical Mom, 4 
they tell us it comes within that firſt Pe, . 
riod that we call Neu- Moon; and it ta. Fu 
king up the Space of 1300 Years to have e 
this Variation of 4 Days and odd Hours, ii M1 
will by conſequence be 1000 Years 0: Fri 
thereabouts before it will loſe almoſt ; 7 
Days more, or get beyond the firſt 7 Daz, Þ 
which are called the New-Moon. 1 
This made Mr. Wright, in his Poſflſcrin IP 
to his Short View of Mr. Whiſton' Cron. ſt 
logy of the Old Teſtament, and his Harm 
ny of the Four Evangeliſts, | wherein |: f Inf 
has vindicated the Rule in Anſwer thi 


Mr Calamy and theDiſſenters] ſay, © Tha BY 
© he ſhould not live to ſee the Rule fail E 
not 2 
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For any of his Contemporaries. This 
Acknowledgment of his, that in Courſe 
of Time the Rule will groſly fail, by rea- 
on the Ne- Moon in the Calendar wou'd 
in no Senſe be the ſame with the New 

oon in the Heavens, but in about 2000 

Fears will be the ſame with the Full Moon, 

c. This gave Occaſion to Mr. Calamy's 
Friend, in his Letter printed in the Second 

Part of his Defence of Moderate Nom con- 

ſormity, p. 241. to ſay, © It may bear a 

>* Queſtion, whether we may aſſent to that 

as a true Rule for ever, which muſt fail, 
if the World continue till the preſent 

3 and growing Error of Four Days and 

dd Hours is enough advanc'd, or ſhould 
F unhappily ſo miſ place the New, as to 

carry its Full Moon out of due Compaſs. 

Mr. Calamy truſting to this Anſwer of his 

Friend, (which Mr. Wright's Nicety oc- 

Faſion'd) ſays in the Concluſion of all, 

in his Defence of Moderate Non- conformity, 

Part III. p. 324.] When never ſo much 

*X Pains is taken to help People to under- 

ſtand the Rule, it is 15 but ſometimes, it 

is not fo always. To which Mr, Ollyfe 

Iinſwers thus, | in his Third Defence of Mi- 

terial Conformity, p. 66.] * The Kule 

1 muſt hold always and exactly anſwer to 

"3 &ASTER-DAY, becauſe EASER-DAY 

"8 18 
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© is every Year ſer according to that Rul: 
which will for ever hold according it ® 
that Com pu: ation, viz. by the 9910 the 
Numbers placed in the fir Column of the 
Calendar in the Common-Prayer- Book , i. 
which the Rule refers; and tho' it wil 4 
more and more differ from the vulga 
Computntien, 2s the Old Stile will mor: 
and more differ from the New, as thi 
World grows older; yet where the 0! $ 
Computation and Old Stile are kept, ur e. 
mwit reckon according thereunto ; as Mi, i 
Ohh e adds, We tay the Queen came t 
the Crown the 8th of March, tho' ac 
* cording to the more exact Account 3 
© called New Stile, it was 11 Days ſooner, WE 
© viz Heb. 25 yet we ſpeak properly wel I. 
we go according to our Common Coim put. 
ron: In like manner we ſpeak proper), 
* when we fix EASTER according to the 
Com mon Computation of New and Fil 
*. Moons always us'd in that Matter, an 3 
© fet down exprelly in the Calendar wheit 

the Kate lies. Z 

Hitherto I have given a Hifory of til HB 

Centrowerſy, as m- nag d between Church. 
wen and Diſſenters. 1 now come to gire! 
History of it, as manag'd between Church 
men Only. 'h 


ud 


* \ 
* 2 S : A 
TRY 
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The Rule failing in the Lear 1698. ac- 
erding to the Vulgur way of looking for 
"the Fire Full Mom after March 2r. 
. governs EASTER ) by the Com- 
n Almanacks, Which that Year fell on 
ay, April 15. whereas EASTER ac-— 
Irding to the 1ABLE cf Moveabie Feats 
& 40 Years, as allo the TABLE tor finds 
ing EASTER for ever, and even all that 
Year's Almanacks, was appointed, and 
Fcordingly kept on the 24th, and not 
the 17th, which was the Sunday fol- 
wing; ſeveral Enquiries were made 
out this Point, and ſeveral Perſons 
Wrs'd in Chrinology were conſulted on the 
ccaſion, and particularly the Learned 
2 E . Wallis „ then Savilian trofeſſor of Geo- 
er) in the Univerſity of Oxford, who 
Wrote a Letter dated May 14. 1698. to 


* 


= the Court of Common Pleas, now of 
the Queen Bench; who had, as is there 
md, conſulted him oa this Point, at the 
R -queſt of the late Lord Chief Jurtice 
. lt. 

In this Letter (which was publiſh'd in 
x the Philoſophical Tranſactions of the Royal 
eciety for that Month, LN. 240. Vol. 20. } 
informs him, that £.4S TER was obſerv d 
* at Tear according te the Rules ſo underſtood, 


as 


di John Blencow, then one of the Fn5tices 
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as was intended , ( tho' he confeſs'd chat 
Rubrick ſeers' d to be wanting to make . 
plain,) And acquaints him, that the Fall 3 
mms Rule of the NiceneCouncil (wic 4 

E 


Re to folow ) for the keeping 

TER, is to this Purpoſe: EASTER 
DAY | is to be chat . which falls . 4 
on or next after the Fir# Full Moon, which 
happens next after the Vernal Equino * 
This Vernal Equinox, adds the Doctor, 
was then obſeryd to fall on the 21710 
March, tho it does now fall on the 11th 1 
March, or ſometimes on the 10th of March? 
and therefere inftead of next after the Ve. 
nal Equinox, we ſay next after the 211 
of March. 

But then (ſays the Doctor) it is ſaid 4 
as Mi#take I ſuppoſe, After the Firſt Ful 
Moon, in#tead of upon oz next after che 1 
Firſt Full Moon, (Vor ſo it is to be underftol Þ 
and added,) And if the Full Moon hy 
pens on a Sunday, EASTER-DAY 1s the 
Sunday after: Which , he ſays, mu#t need e 
be « Miſtake ; for in v ſuch a Cafe it is to h. 
that Sunday, not tbe Sunday after. And 1 | | 
adds the Doctor, the Tables agree (contraj 
ro this Note) both that for 40 Years, an g ˖ 
that to find EASTER for ever. And (1 ei 
it was obſery'd in the Years 1668, 1678, q 1 
0 1682. And fo whenever the Caſe baj-E.. 

| Pen, be 


2 


4 


e 
e 


5 


1 1 © 
1-4 * N. B. According to Dr. Walliss Method of 


| 
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Wye, char rb Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon 


[ j E 
I. on a Sunday“. 


The 


— 


lculation, wiz. accounting the Full Moon the 15th 
Dy Incluſive from the New Mom, (which the Au- 


1 


Por of the Rule for finding EASTER explain d and 


Indicated, takes no notice of) it fell in thoſe 
ears, (and likewiſe in thoſe in the TABLE calcu- 
ed for 5 ; 2 Nears, which have a W. in the Column 


F Domir cal Letters) on a Sunday, Which was the 
Nccaſion of his making thoſe grounadleſs Exceptions 


1 


| 3 my TABLE ſhews them to be) to the Rale, and 


ſuggeſting a Correction of the latter part of it; 


© hich Correction of the Rule, tho' it will make ic 
ree with the Table for finding EASTER for ever, 


aut not by any means to be admitted, becauſe itis 


ntracy to all(asfar as I can leara)who have wrote 


cis point, Who have expreſly mention d it as one 


the Determinations of the Council of Nice: That, 
the Full Moon ſhould happen on a Sunday, EA. 
ER-DAY . ſhould not be that Sunday, but the Sun- 
after. Nay, it was, as appears from Petavius, 
2. c. 63 · Paulus de Middelburgo, I 4+ and Bucherius, 
18 Practice of the Church of Alexandria, when- 
er the Paſchal Full Moon fell on a Saturday, not to 
ep EASTER the next Day, but the Sunday Se- 
: folowing ; which was imitated by ſuch of 
e German Churches as alter'd their Stile, A. D. 


pt 
= 
2 hs, 


9. as is related in the Philoſophical TranſaFions , 
2560. p. 459+ and Mr: Lowthorp's Abridgment 
them, Vol. 3. p, 408. which very probably was 
cir wonted Practice. Since in a little TraQ, 
titled, Regule Generales & perpetun de rebys as 
—/cndarium ſpectantibus citra Calendarium cogne- 
i a4 Viie Uſum * 120. Baſil, 
1579. 
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The only Doubt (as the Doctor goes ol 


remains on what Day we muſt reckon the El 
cleſiaſtical Full Moon to fall. For we af 
not to judge, adds he, either the Equinoi 
or the Full Moon, according as they 9 17096 
in the Heavens, or in our Almanacks; 
according to the Paſchal Tables, fitted 1 70 7% 
Time of the Nicene Council. And bo | 

ingly we are to account the Equinox 0 
1D ( as then it m) on March 21. Tr, 55. 
Golden Number ( fitted to the Cycle 
19 Years, after the End of which it bei pr. 
again at I, 2, 3, Cc.) à plac d inthe Fill 
Column of our Calendar, to tell us on wil 3 * 
Day (of , ſuch a Tear) the New Moon it 


1579. one of the Rules is this, Si Plenilmvinm 44 bo 
Veneris aut Saturni, aut Soli: * N 4 
minicam transferetur, 3 . 
E 7 
N. B. The Author of the Clergyman's Vade mum 3 
Ch. 22. declares himſelf of the ſame Opinion wit 
Dr. Wallis, as to the 15th Day incluſive from tłù 
'New Moon being the Full Moon ; and to the 0 9 
of the latter part thereof ſu e by the Dod, 


F 


41 
n 
4 


: 
di 


ſaying, that in caſe the Rule ſhould be altered accoti 
ing to Dr. Wallis's Propoſal in his Letter to k 
Biſhop of Morceſter, viz- that it ſhowld be alway:ti\ 4 | 
Firſt Sunday after the firſt Full Moon next after the v0 
nal Equinox, ſays, it ſhou'd be conſidered, thi) & 
when it is made it be not proper to be. ded, th 
if the Ful Moon fall on a Sunday it foal bs that Sw " 
be "oy the Sunday ter. 4 
% wil NF 
1 


= 
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L ippoſed to happen in each Month ; and the 


= fifteenth Day of that Moon i reputed the 
Full. And then he proceeds to illuſtrate 
1.3 

4 olden Number for the Year 1698. 7s 8. 


} 


aft 
» 

2 

_— 


{<2 

n led March 2.) Now March 6. being 
.Y 

. 2/1 be che 15th Day, or the (Reputed) 
u Moon for the Month of March this 
; which happens to be Sunday, the Do- 
"WWnical Letter for bis Near being B. But 
e ppening before March 21 (rhe ſuppoſed 
uinox) cannot be the Paſchal Full Moon; 


* 


- 


i 
- 
- 


_— 
1 


. 
35 2 
w 
7 
1 
= - 
* 
1 
E. 


pril 5. for the New Moon of April the 


4 b, 
9 
* 

4 1 


„be April 19th, which being Tueſday, 


þ 
19 
7 

0 


Sunday next following is April 24. 


A Phere ſtands B. the Sunday Letter for #his 
Hr ) which is therefore to be EASTER- 


ii wa, obſerved accordingly, 


1 been ſomewhere a Rubrick to direct, bow 
3 | Gs Wwe 


by an Example: For thus, fays he, the 
d this Number 8 ſtands in the Calendar at 
arch 6. which we muſt therefore ſuppoſe to 
New Moon, (-:hs' the New Moon was 


New Moon or Firſt Day of the (Repu- 
) Lunar Month ( for ſuch Year ) March 


we muſt wait for another. Aud we ſhall 
n find the Golden Number 8 ffanding at 


e Year. And therefore the Full Moon or 
th Day of that (reputed) Lunar Month 


y, according to the Intent of theſe Tables; 


3.t it were to be wiſhed, adds he, there 


| 
i 
4 
1 
; 


— 
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we are to find this (reputed) Full Moon 
aud what is the Uſe of the Golden Number. I T7 
After this he proceeds to ſhew the Diffe- 
rence. of the Eccleſiaſtick Account in My * 
Paſchal Tables from that of the Heaven, © of 
(bothlas to the Equinox, and. as to the Fal 
Moon). Telling Sir John, that it was il 
L via. at the Time of che:Council of Nice 
that in 19 Years (wbich is the. Compaſ' of thy | + 43 
Golden Number) the Lunations (of Nev A 
and Full Moon) did return to the ſame D 5 
and Hour 4s they were 19, Nars before. Bu 4 4 
tho this, adds he, be pretty near the Truth, 113 | 
it comes ſhort by about an Hour and Half, wt: 
which Hour and Half iz every 19 Years 4 
fo wee that Time amount tt 4. or Days, whena 14 
it comes to paſs that the Reputed Fm 
3s later by 4 or 5 Days than that of the He. 
vens, (v Conf. p.1 6, &g.] But our EASTER, % 
(adds he) is 4 U 4 according to the ae 
Full Moons (derived from tb, Golden Nun 
ber) not according to thoſe 4 the Heavens. 4 
This Account of the Rule. gave, I pre- 
ſume, Satisfaction to ſuch as were at this 4 
Time inquiſitive about it: But it did not 
preyent Mr. Calamy from renewing, in p 1 
his Abridgment of Mr. Baxter's Hiſtory 79 
his Life and Times, the trifling Objedias 0 | 
which He, and other Diſſenters had for- 
merly, thro' a Miſundeciandiag of the WW 
wy f 3 


* 


1 
1 
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, urg d againſt it, to which this Ler- 
4 r of Dr. Wallis“ was a ſufficient Anſwer, 
TE thoſe 0bje#ions being form'd from the 
1 Pifference between the Eccleſiaftical M. 
Y neant in the Rule found by the LN 
gilden Numbers in the Calendar, and the 
on in the Heaven). But I paſs by ch 
ichout taking any notice of it, becauſe 
S ſpoke of it already, p. Xii, Xxiii, 
. 
In the Year 1705. when by Reaſon of 
F 1 e afore · mentioned Difference between the 
ccleſiaſtical and True Moon in the Heavens, the 
Y Ele again fail'd jt the Hrit Full Moon. in 
ee Heavens after March 21. ſhe wn in the 
W/manacks of that Year falling on March 
6. ch which was Thurſday, and EASTER- 
Ar not being appointed nor fepr on April 1. 
e Sunday following, but on April 8. 
reeably to the Intent of the Rule; the 
4 aſtical New Moon for that Year found 
the Column of Golden Numbers in the 
3 3 (the Golden Number then be- 
g 18. and the Dominical Letter G. falling 
» March 19. and the Full Moon, accord- 
s to Dr. Wallis, [ viz. the 15th Day 
ier incluſive | on Monday April a. but 
cording to the Generality of Writers” 
= this Subject, (as I have fhewn in the 
1 prference, p. 21, Na. and . of 
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the Table for finding EASTER for ever, 2 2 
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T have ſhewn in Ein TABLE of Golla : 
Numbers, &c. for 532 Years,) is on Sandy 
April 1. | viz. the 14th Day after . 
cluſfve , | and agreeably to the latier = | 
of the Rule adjourn'd to the Sunday follow. Ih + 
ing; one Richard Thornton Eſq; commu. 
nicated to the Royal Society the own 
ſhort Explanation of this Rule, [whitch was = 
publiſh'd in the Philoſophical Tranſa@ion of 9 
the Society for March” 1705. Vol. 24. p. 19020 TC 0 


2 . Rigotly to e the Rule for finding by 
"EASTER in our e 4 1 
4 Book. = 


"2 © Note, I. That he 21ft of March a F. 
© all but Leap-Years, and in Leap-Years, 'Y 4 . 
©. +be'20th of March, was at the Timeof the 
© Council of Nice, when this Rule wa ? 3 
made, the Vernal Equinox. 8 7 
42. That the 20th of March in Leap. 

© Yeats, is the ſame as the 21ſt of March 
10 * Common Years. 1 
That the Full Moon meant in bb 1 1 

" ES is not to be found in our Almanacks, 
© but by the Calendar of our Common- 2 
Prayer-Books; where, in the Firſt Co- 
F lan, the Golden Number of every Tear val 
1: 
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, plac'd over again#t the Day of the New 
Moon in every Month of the Year. 
4. That the Fourteenth Day, includi 
be Firſt Day of the Moon, ig the Fu 
Moon, and not the Fifteenth, as Dr. 
Mollis would have it in his Letter. 


Þ d This conciſe Explanation tho clear , 
Plain, and juſt, as to the Days of the 
l Moon and the Vernal Equinox, not fully 
learing the Difficulty ariſing from 
ZSEFASTER-DAY's falling ſometimes on 
arch 22. (as is ſhewn in the following 


. 
9 1 * 


Fonference, p. 28. &c) there was publiſh d 
In the Ph:loſephical Tranſact ions for the 
Months of September and October following, 
3 fuller and indeed a True and Juſt Ex pla- 


tion of the Rule, communicated from the 


Joß. where in he takes notice of the Ex- 
anations of the Rule given by Dr. Wallis, 
c. Thornton, and others, which he had 
ead, and found falſe and inſufficient ; and 
ys, that be had undoubtedly collected the 
ue Senſe 7 the Rule by comparing it and 
ee Table of EASTER in te Common- 
EP cayer-Book together | viz. that for finding 
As ER for ever.} Which very pro- 


bably 


——* 
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Reverend Mr. Jackman, dated from Stone- 
ib Houſe in Somerſetſhire, October 13. 


—— - 


— 
—— 


— — — _ -—— 
—_—_— —_ — —— — -- _ — 


— — 


1 


oh 
4 


Paſchal Full Moon. 1 


. 70 that End, brtauſe, as he fays, if tb * 
"Paſchal Full Moon be any Day before, „ 
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bably he had done by ſuch a TABLE a 19 
: have annex d to the following Confer 
- For the right Underſtanding of the Na 
he ſays, it is ſufficient Fo obſerve, + D 
Firſt, That the Full Moon meant it, 
Fourteenth Day of the Moon, according ti 
the Calendar in the Common- Prayer? 
Book: Which, he ſays, may be called u N 
Church Calendar, counting that Day a 8 


the Month for the Firſt, which has th W 
Golden Number ef the Year collateral 5 4 | 


In the Firſt Column of the ſaid Cee | 


And, 9 i 
Secondly, That theſe Words [ next after Y 
March 21. are meant incluſively, as if it baly 
been ſaid [next after the Commencemen 
of March 21.] So that if the Full Moon 
ůnppent on Mar. h 21. the ſame. muſt be t 


Theſe Obſervations he proves right and 
ſufficient for the Underſtanding of che 
Rule, by reafon he proves them NE CE, 
SARY Ao SUFFICIENT ro reconcile i 2 
with the Authentick Table for finding EA. 3 N 
STER for ever, from which the Paci. I 

of the Church never varies, 3 

He proves his Firff. Obſervation "i 


9 


aha * 


4 S . * 
"LAY p o * 
4 by 1 | 

1 * 

8 


fter the Fourteenth of the Moon by the 
Church Calendar, then the Rule and the 
Table will claſh, which he clearly and fully 
Hews by his Inſtances of EAST ER- 
DAY for the Years 1702 and 1705. and 
hence ſhews, that the Full Moon meant 
In the Rule can neither be the True Full 
oon ſhewn in the Almanacks, as the 
Piſſenters imagin'd, nor yet the Fifteenth 
Day incluſive from the New Moon, as Dr. 


- 4 


Alis [in his Letter to Sr. John Blencow] 
Mr. Wright Lin his Poſtſcript to his Short 
Few of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology] and the 
A uthor of the Introductio ad Chronologiam, 
eprinted at Oxford, A. D. 1704. p- 37. 
id aſſert it was. 

As to his Second Obſervation, he proves 
at neceſſary to the ſame End, becauſe a 
Hull Moon, in the Senſe of the Rule, (vir. 
e Fourteenth Day incluſive from the New 
oon, as he had prov'd before, and as 
have clearly ſhewn in my TABLE of 
laden Numbers, &c. for 532 Tears, annex'd 
the following Conference) does often haps 


8 


"2 
— 

4 
= 
» 

i y 


1 
2 


0 


htiy ſays) it muſt be a Month after þ 
Rule, unleſs we underſtand thoſe Words 
2 [next 


xlii FP NN 
[next after March 21. J as he explain! 
them (viz. next after the Commence. 
ment (or Beginning) of March 21.J be. 
_ Cauſe, ſays he, Count you the Full Moon hon, 
you will, March 22. can never be EASTER. 
DAY by the Rule, unleſs March 21. ma * 
be the Paſchal Full Moon by the ſame, * 
and yet, adds he, March 22. % EASTER. Þ 
DAY by the Table and Practice as often a 
the Golden Number #5 16. and the Domi. ## 
nical Letter D. which, as I have ſhewn 3 
in the following Conference, p- 29. happen 
Forr-times within the Period of 532 Years, f #1 * 
Viz. Three times in Common Tears, and Ou 
11 a Leap-Tear.J 4 
Lis Obſervation, he owns, may ſeen | 4 
many Forc'd and Unnatural ; and thi” 
he thinks, might induce ſome to count tl! 


— 

VN. B. It muſt be own'd that the Word After i = p 
underfiocd in this Rule in two Senſes. In this plc: © 
incluſively, ſo that it means on the 2 1ſt; but in ti 
latter part, viz | if the Full Moon happen upon a Sur 
day, EASTER-Day is the Sunday after | it is to 1 
underſtcod excluſively, fo as to mean the Sunday 42 | 
bring. So immediately after this Rule, where! 
is ſaid, that Aſcenſion Day is Forty Days aft: 
EASTER, it muſt be underſtood { as including bo! 
KASTER-DAY and Aſcenſion-Day, for there are bu 
23 Das between. } Whereas in the other Iuſtanc 
the Word Afrer is underſtood exclufirely, as 0 
Wallis has rightly obiery'd in bis Letter to Bil! 
Fell, P 4 * : Q ; 


1 4 
G 7. 
£ 7 0 
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Fifteenth Day of the Moon for the Full 
Moon in the Rule, and Mr. Thornton 
io ſubſtitute March 20. in Leap-Ycars for 
Harch 27. Neither of which Hypothc- 
Es however, ſays he, do any Service, all 
Things conſider d. The former indeed, 
viz. that the Fifteenth Day incluſive 
om the New Moon, # the Full Moon 
nne ant in the Rule] ſays he, would vacate 
ny Second Obſervation, March 21. neve; 
Ping the Fifteenth Day of the Moon by 
She Church Calendar. But then [as lie 
giehtly obſerves, and clearly appears by 
nc ABLE of Golden Nunibers, &c. for 
32 Tears, annex'd to the following Con- 
rence, at thoſe Years, where a M. is {et 
— * Column of Dominical Letters} et 
ould make the Rule notoricuſiy Trrecon- 
leable with the Table [Lig. that fr 
ding EASTER for cer] and Practicæ 
he had ſhewn. | 


| 
N 


Pt 


* 
£ 


Mays, 1. That the only Colour for it, 
If Nice, the Vernal Equinox was March. 
Do: in Leap-Years] is, for any thing that 


Fercalation. 2, That if this Colour were 
Niue, it was too great a Nicety to have beei; 


03-4 probably 
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probably regarded by the Church. 3. That 

1 this Hypotheſis puts more Force apm 

the Words of the Rule than his. An 71 
laſtly, ſays he, If it were admitted it won . 
ſolve the Difficulty only in Leap-Vears: g 
And my Second Obſervation would ſtill r. N 
main neceſſary, becauſe the Caſe happen 
as well in Common as in Leap-Year,, F 
whereof we have an Example in the ner 8 
Year (1706.) [and at all Years which kt 
have 16 for their Golden Number.) Af . 
ter this he proceeds to vindicate his Ex 14 

x plaining the Words of the Rule Lnen 
after March 21.] by ſaying, they mea F 
[next after the Commencement of Marci . 
21.7] from the Practice of the Romans, in 
that Paſſage which J have cited in tee 
following Conference, P- 30, 31. | 1 1 

Some time after, viz. in the Tear 1709. 1 

when the Rule, according to the methol * 
of findigg the Full Moon by the Alm. 
nacks, again fail'd *; the firſt Full Mi : 
after March 21. found by them, fallin SN 
ou April 13. Whereas EASTER-DA! WF 
was not appointed or kept on the Sund) i. 
Following, viz. April 13. but on Sud 
April 24- according to the Latter Part“ * 


N. B. This Failure will always happen bei VP 1 
a Sunday comes between the Affronomical and Ecclt % | 


th: 

1 $19: s Þ . 

. * 8 # 
"> 
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Hu fligal Full Moen that governs EASTER. 
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he Rule, by Reaſon the Eccleſiaſtical Full 
Noon (viz. the 14th Day Incluſtve from 
he Eccleſiaſtical New Mcon found by the 
Tolumn of Golden Numbers in the Calendar 
bo be then on Monday April 4. the Golden 
Number of that Year being 19. and the 
"Dominica! Letter B.) fell upon a Sunday. 


© —ů —L— — — * —_— ——— 
A » —_ 
" 
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| pages in 80 for Henry Clements, Enti- 
*tvled, The Rule for finding EASTER Ex- 
4 and Vindicated, wherein is ſhew'd 


Nice, and that Dr. Wallis's Exceptions 
15 miſtaken and groundleſs: In the Pre- 
ce whereof he fays, It is the leſs to be 
{W:der'd, that Mr. Baxter ſhould have ob- 
4 4 ed a 7ainſt the Rubrick (or Rule) for find- 
EASTER, when many of our own m- 
'A have lightly taken up Prejudices ag ainſt 
40 if it were Falſe and Erroneous, and 
the Church do not adhere to, in fix- 
6... the Seat of EAST ER Cas i- ſafficient- 
ſhewn in the preceding part of this 
J 1 this ] To what Mr. Baxter objetts, ſays 
h it is ſufficient to Reply, Tha it is the 
les aſtical Full Moon which governs 
er ER, and not the Celeſtial; and 
3 1 eher, the Common Almanacks are not 
e conſulted in this Caſe (the Diſlenters 

| * dt having, as I can find any where 

. = entre 


n 
— 


There was publiſh'd a little Treatiſe of 


e Rubrick's Agreement with the Council of 


+ 
I! 
Þ 
| 
| 
[| 
| 
1 
. 
' 
| 
; 
| 
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entred into a deeper Conſideration of the 
Rule. But, adds he, what our own Mem. 
bers have remark'd, carries a greater ſben 


of Force, becauſe they have entred into 4 

deeper Conſideration of the Rule, comparin ® 
it more artificially with the Tables, in order 
to Reconcile it with the Practice of th | 
Church; but finding ſome Difficulties ther- 
in, they likewiſe have fallen foul upon the 
Rule, and charg'd it with Uncertainty ani N 
Errar. He mentions no other but Dr. 
Mallis, who, he ſays, has imputed two gr, th 
Miſtabes (to this ſhort Rubrick) vi. 
I: That EASTER-DAY 1s to be the Su. 
di aſter the firſt Full Moon which b 

pe next after the One and Twentieth Dy, 4 
of March; which the Doctor ſays ſhout! 
be the Sunday which falls veon or N up 
AFTER the firſt Full Moon, &c. Ai! 
2. That if the Full Moon happens upon, i 
Sunday, EASTER-DAY is to be it: 
Sunday after, whereas the Doctor ſl 
it ſhould be that very. Sunday, agri: 
ably to the Tables, both that for f. 
ty Tears, and that to find EASTER j 
ever, and to the Practice of the Chu 
in the Years 1668, 78, and 82. and wher 
ever the Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon fa: 
on a Sunday. And therefore, ſays 
bis Reflections ſhall he here Examinc#, 


ii 
. _ 3 
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© el for the Boldneſs of his Charge, as leſt 
he Authority of ſo great a Man ſhould hinder 
' hers from ever looking into, or ſuſpecting 
Ws Reaſons. 
*® Theſe Exceptions of Dr. Wallis, to- 
7 WMther with his Account of the Fundamental 
 *Mles of the Nicene Council (mention'd 
hefore in this Preface, p. 32.) after a ſhort 
Explication of the method of finding the 
Full Moon meant in the Rule, by the Co- 
„enn of Golden Numbers, tho' without 
y Directions either for finding out 
Ne Golden Number, or Pominical Letter; 
fully and clearly anſwers, ſhewing, 
That the Doctor's Account of the 
Nadamental Rule of the Council of Nice, 
Ir the keeping of EASTER, was quite 
4 Verent from the Account given of it by 
avi, and Biſhop Beveridge, (and 
deed all that I have read on this 
Pint, except before the Bible in 1576. 
Wention'd before p. 5.) who ſay, That 
t Council determin'd EASTER ſhould 
. 1. After the Vernal Equinox, i. e. the 
nf March. 2. Aſter the 14th Moon 
reſt that Equinox, i. e. next after it. 
8K Upon the Sunday following that 14th 
on. From the Second of which Rules, he 
s, it 5 manifeſt, that EASTER-DAY 
4 r be upon the 14th of the Moon, or 
1 Day 


rr 


f 
| 
| 
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Day of the Ectlefiaſtical Full Moon, as the 
Doctor ſuppoſes it may be; ſo» that the 
former part of the Rubrick is only this Se- 
cond Nicene Rule in other Words: And 
the Third Rule, he ſays, ſhews that it muſt 


be adjourn'd as often as the 14th Moon 


falls on a Sunday, in the very ſame manner 
as the Rubrick does, in its laſt Words, 
And The Reaſons, ſays he, which Euſebius, 
Athanaſius, St. Ambroſe, and Proterius 
give, why in caſe the Paſchal Full Moon 


fell on 4 Sunday, EASTER-DAY wa i 


adjourn'd to the Sunday following, are, 


Becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour roſe on the 17th ö 


of the Moon, not upon the 14th; and for a- 


voiding a Concurrence in Point of Time with 


the Jewiſh Paſſover, which are ſo many Ar- 


guments, that our Rubrick in this Point 
(touching the Adjournment of E.ASTER- 


Day for a Week, as often as the Paſchal 
Full Moon falls on aSunday) is Conformable 
to the Rule in their Times, and moſt proba- 
bly was derived from the Council of Nice. 
Whereas by the Doctor's Definition and 
Notes, there never could ſince the Council 
of Nice, have happen'd any ſuch Adjourn- 
ment of BASTER, from the Sunday that 
the Paſchal Full Moon fell on, to the Sun- 
day following. After this he ſhews, that 
the Temporary and Perpetual Tables, 

| vix· 


/ 
1 
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122 dn = hh ww ond wed aw «© % <4 ; 


PREFACE. xlix 


| viz. that of the moveable Feaſts for Forty 
Tears, and that for finding EASTER for 


ever, do not claſh with the Rule in this 
part, as the Doctor inſinuates, and par- 


F ticularly in the Years 1668, 78, and 82. 
which the Doctor inſtances for that pur- 


poſe; in which Tears, ſays he, the Eccle- 


| liaſtical Full Moon fell not on Sunday, as 
| Dr. Wallis imagines, but upon Saturday 
in every one of them |. Upon the whole, 
| ſays this Author, The Tables agree in 
every Inſtance with the Rubrick; and the 
Kubrick throughout, but particularly in the 
Places which the Doctor notes for f 


aulty, 
is moſt Authentick and Correct; nor is 


there any Difficulty in reconciling it with 
the Tables, unleſs it be in theſe Words 
| [next after the 21ſt of March] &c. which 
| Paſſage is cited in the following Confe- 


rence, in a Note on p. 29. * 

Here Ended, I think, the Controverſie 
about this Point, as manag'd by Church- 
men only; no one, as I can find, having 
thought fit to vindicate Dr. Walls's Ex- 
ceptions to, and Corrections of the Rule. 


See a Note on rhe Ground eſneſs of Dr. Wallis's 
Excep- ions to this Rule, in this Preface, p. xxxiii. 
* N. B. He bas not here t.ken any notice of 
Mr. Olhffes mant er of Solviag this Difficulty, men- 
tion'd in che Conference, p. 27. n. 1. nor of Mr, 


Iherneort's, p. 28. 
H Beſides 


1 PREFACE. 


Beſides the abovemention'd Citations 
concerning this Rule, there is a very large 
Explication of it given by Dr. Newton, iu 
his Coſmographia, Patt II. Ch. 2. where he 
gives a large Account of the Cycle of the 
Moon, what it is, how placed in the Calen- 
dar, and to what purpoſe, [but not exact. 
ly true;] and in Ch.3. where he gives 
a large Account likewiſe of its Uſe, in 
dading the Feaſt of EAST ER. There is 
likewiſe ſome Account of it in the Feſt: 
Anglo-Romana, P. 46, &'c. The Clavis Ca- 
lendaria, p. 49, &c. and The Church ef 
Fugland Man's Companion, Ch. IV. Sect. 17. 
wherein the Rule is charg'd as Errone- 
ous on Account of the Difference be— 
tween the Aſtronomical and Eccleſiaſtital 
Moons. 

But notwithſtanding this Difference 
between the Aſtronomical (or True Moon 
in the Heavens, ſhewn in the Almanac i 
and the Eccleſiaſtical One (ſhewn by the 
Clumn of Golden Numbers in the Caley- 
dar) the Almanack-makers have conſtant- 
ly follow'd the Eccleſiaſtical One, meant 
in the Rule, in their Calculations ol 
 BASTER-DAY, in which I have noi 
obſerv'd any to vary, as they have in 
the placing of St. Matthias s Day in Leap 
Tears ; and therefore it is very ſtrange, 


c 
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that Mr. Partridge ſhould ſay, * that As 
to the Rules preſcribed in the Common- 
Prayer-Book for the Time of BASTER, 
upon which the Moveable Feaſts depend, 
neither He, nor any Almanack-maker, nor 
even the Church, nor the Lawyers go by 
it; and that EASTER-DAY was net only 
ſet down in the Almanacks, but attually hepr 
in the Year 1705, as well as in the Five pre- 
ceding Years, on Days quite different from 
what it muſt have been according to that 
Rule, and that the two Terms dependent 
thereupon were kept accordingly. - 

I might here proceed to give an Ac- 


count of the ſeveral Engliſh Rules that 


have been given for finding of EASTER, 
different from this; but as the Limits of 


| this Preface will not permit it, I ſhall only 
| beg leave to obſerve, that from the many 


Exceptions made to this, as well by our 
Diſſeating Brethren, | as by many of our 
own 


——_— 


* Sec his Letter to a Member of Pa: liatient couch- 


| ing his Almanack for the Tear 1710. and the I. 
| junRioo, whereby the Publiſhing of it is jtaid for the 


preſent ; dated Dec. 10. 1709. in one Shect. 

t Notwithſtanding the Diſſenters aworgſt us have 
been the chief Cavillers againſt th's Rule, yet. it 
ſeems the Papiſts have Fiſh'd in this, as well as 
other Troubled Waters amongſt ut. For it appears 


in Dr. Pell's EASTER not miftim'd, p. V. that kis 
H 2 | 


Friend 
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own Communion, and the many Falſe, 
or at beſt Imperfect Explications and Vin- 
dications that have been made of it; It 
ſeems a fuller Treatiſe on this Subject was 
ſtill neceſſary: And how far I have in 
this exceeded ſuch as have wrate on this 
Subject before me, is humbly ſubmitted 
to the Judgment of the Candid Reader, 
who I doubt not will readily acknow- 
ledge, that I have taken no ſmall Pains 
to ſet this Point in a true Light; how- 
ever, I have good Reaſon to think, that 
notwithſtanding the great Pains I have 
taken in the compiling of this Treatiſe, 
there will be ſome Miſtakes diſcover'd 
in it, but I hope they will not be found 
to be of a groſs Nature, and therefore 
the more excuſable in me, ſince ſuch 
Great and Learned Perſons, as Bp. Beve- 
ridge, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Sherlock, &c. have 
fallen into Miſtakes in writing upon 
this Point, eſpecially if (as I hope) I ſhall 
be found to have put it in a clearer 


Friend (whoſe Objections againſt the Rule in the 
1664. he thereia anſwers) had told him, that di- 
vers Roman Catholics and Prieſts were eager Pleaders 

for the 3d of April [the Day on which it ought co 
have been kep', according to the Computation of 
the Full Moon by the Almanacts ] Whereas by the 
Aule by the Kule it w-s fix'd to the 1oth.. 


Light 


1 
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: Period, L found it t neceſlary to make 
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Light than others who have gone before 
me have done. 

The Principal End I propos'd in ſet- 
ting down the Rules for finding the 
Golden Number and the Dominical Letter, 
is, that thereby (by the help of the Ca- 
lendar) it may eaſily be known when 
EASTER, or any Moveable Feaſt, or 


even EAST ER and Trinity Terms, and 


their Returns, Which have a Dependance 
upon EASTER, have at any time paſt 
happen'd, and may therefore prove of 


Uſe in the ſettling of Chronology, when 
| they cannot be known any other way; 
ſand it may happen, that the true Date 
of ſeveral Facts and Writings, relating 
as well to the State as to the Church, may 
be diſcover'd hereby. For when the 
Golden Number and Dominical Letters of 
any Vear are found, it is preſently known 
by the Table to find E 

EAST ER Ade n'd that Year; and when 
that's known, ĩt 1s eaſily known when the 
other Moveable Feaſts happen by the other 
| Rules in the Calendar, which ſhew the Di- 
| tance between them and EASTER. 


AS TER for ever, when 


As to the TABLE of Golden Numbers 


and Dominical Letters,&C. calculated for 532 


Tears; or in other Terms, rhe be an 


a one, 


* 
* 


. 0 


a one, in order to find how the Compiler, 
thereof calculated their Full Moon, whe- 
ther, on the Fourteenth or Fifteenth Day, 
Incluſive from the New Moon, ſince ſuch a; 
have wrote concerning Eccleſiaſtical Com. 
putation vary ſo much about it, as I have 
ſhewn in the following Conference, in my 
Notes on Pag. 21; 22. And in the making 
this TABLE, I calculated EASTER by 
the Column of Golden Numbers, accounting 
the Fourtcenth Day incluſiuc from the Nen 
Moon ior the Full Moon, and compar'd this 
Calculation with the TABLE for finding 
EA3TER for ever, and found the Kul: 
and the Table, according to this Metkod, 
conſtantly to agree throughout the whol: 
Period of 532 Years. 


At the ſame time likewiſe I calculated 
EASTER, after Dr. Walls's Method of 
Reckoning the Fifteenth Day incluſive fron 
the New Moon for the Full Moon, and 


whereſocver I found the Rule, according n. 


to this Calculation, and the Table to? 


Claſh, I ſet down in the Column of th 


Dominical Letters for thoſe Years a [W] 


which happens no leſs than 67 times uM 
this Period [which, being all Sunday, i 
made his Correction of the Rule neceſla- 
ry, in order to make it agree with the 


Table for finding EAST ER for ever] 


Which i , 
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Which he made, from an Unwillingneſs 
Ito admit (as I have ſhewn, even from his 
own Authority in another caſe, he fairly 
might *) that [the Full Moon next after 
the One and Twenticth of March] means 
"MW The Full Moon on the One and Twentieth. 
' 1 have done the ſame likewiſe with 
Relation to Mr. Thornton's Method, by 
ſetting a LT in the Column of Dominical 
Letters for thoſe Years, wherein his 
pretended Solution of the Difficulty fails, 
as it does three times within this Period . 

It was printed before laſt EASTER, 


TY WwW wy 2 => I wc WY 


ace, and the Firſt Sheet of the Confertyce ; 
and therefore has a new Set of Pages: And 
to make it the more Intelligible, and 
Plain, the Reader is defired to Correct 
Wrhc Tiles of the Firſt and Laſt Column, 
by changing Lunar into Solar; and to 
add to Sect. III. Lin the Notes on p. 35.7 
p. 21. and to Setf. III. Lin the Note on 
IP. 36. p. 28. | Sos 

I rather choſe to begin this TA- 
BLE with the Year 1549. the Ara of 
jour happy Reformation, when K. Edward. 
the VI's Fir} Common Prayer Book was 
printed, than with the Year 1672. (tho' 


] Sce the Conference, p. 33, & c. Ib. p.29 
2 5 
2 HAY 


v 


together with the Firſt Sheet of the Pre- 


[the Dionyſian Period begins there, both the 


— 
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Lunar and Solar Cycles beginning that Vear) 
that it may be the more eaſily ſeen by 
the Almanacks, in that and the follom- 
ing Editions of the Common Prayer, that 
I have not erred either in the placing 
the. Dominical Letter, or in my Calcu- 
lation of EASTER, and hope it will 
from thence ſufficiently appear, that 
the Compilers of our Paſchal Rules, eſpe- 
cially of the Table for finding EASTER 
for ever, (of which this Rule, that has 
been made ſuch a Bone of Contention, b 
reaſon it 1s not. ſo clearly eee 
as it is to be wiſhd it were) did in 
their Calculations account the Paſchal 
Full Moon to be the Fourteenth, and 
not the Fifteenth Day incluſive from the 
Paſchal New Moon; and that the latter 
Part of the Rule needs not that Cor- 
rection which Dr. Wallis has ſuggeſted 
it does. Though after all, it muſt be 
own'd, that it is ſo expreſs'd, as to be 
very liable to be miſunderſtood, it not be- 
ing obvious to every common Capacity, 
that the Words [next after the One and 
Twentieth Day of March] ſhould (as | 
have clearly ſhewn they may and do *) 


* Sec the Conf. p. 30, ec. This it was that oc- 
cafion'd Bt. Wallis rot only to condemn the Rul 
as Falſe, but even the Table to find EASTER fir 


ever. | Sce his Letter to By, Fell, p. 39. 


mean 
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mean Lon] as well as [after the One and 
Twentieth Day of March] not to men- 
tion the Impropriety of the Word After, 
being underſtood in this Rule in two 
Senſes, in this place Incluſively, as In- 
cluding the Beginning of the 21 ff of March; 
and in the latter part Excluſively, as Ex- 
cluding the whole Sunday on which the Full 
Moon ſhould happen +, which would be 

| ſolv'd, 


* So likewiſe, as Dr. Vallis has obſerv'd [Cin his 
Letter to Bp. Fell, p.41.] in the Account given of 
the Diſtance of ſcme of the Moveable Feafts from 
EASTER-DAY, with Relation to Aſcenſion Day, 
which is ſaid to be Forty Days after EASTER ; the 
Word. After muſt be underſtood as Incluſive of 
EASTER-DAY, though as Exclußve of it, with 
Reſpect to Rogation Sunday, & . N. B. In Sacro 
Biſco's Gomput. Eecleſiaſticns, where the ſame thing 
in ſaid of Aſcenſin- Day, it is added Incluſs Vtroque 
Die.] Beſides this Inſtance, there are ſeveral o- 
thers, which do ſufficiently ſhew, that the Calen- 
dar needs a further Review, on Account of ſome 
Miftabes and Defects; which, without Doubt, 
wou'd have been Correfed and Supplied in 1661, by 
the Reviſers thereof, hid they not been hurcied by 
tie Parliament, as Archbiſhop Sancroft frequently 
own'd they were. Of the former ſort, are, 1. 
The many Miſwritings in the Cycle of Golden Num- 
bers, as Dr. Wallis has juſtly obſer vd [in his Letter to 
Bp. Fell, p. 36. ] beſides ſeveral others, which he 
has taken no notice of. 2. The Note at the Bottom of 
the Table of Moveable Feaſts for Forty Tears; which 
dec'ares, that the Supputation of the Tear of our Cord 
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ſolv'd, as well as the Difficulty which 
ſtagger'd both Dr. Vallis, and Mr. Thor. W toc 
ton, ariſing from EASTER-DAY's falling va 
ſometimes on March 22. if the Rule were 1A. 
expreſs'd as it is in the Rubrick, de Feſti; Wl 21: 
Mobilibus, before the Roman Calendar |, Ni! 
| from I the 
_ . be 
in the Church of E nglac d beginneth the Five and Twen. the 
Heth Day of Merch; whereas the Diclor rightly ob. 
ſerves [Ib. p. 42.] it is not true with Relation to 
thoſe Feaſts which precede March 25. neither in that 
Table, nor in that to find EASTER for ever. As to WM 1” 
Defeits ia the Calendar, he Doctor has rightly ob- Nr 
ſer d; 1. That a Rubyich is wantipg, to tell uy MW ©” 
which are the Forty Days of Lent [ Ib. p. 42.] 2. Tha ere 
a Rubrick is wan ing. to let us know tne Dfference D 
between the Due and Putative New and Full Min tho 
Ib. p. 35.] Ard even Dr. Pell has own'd Cn his nin 
EASTER Hot wntiiimd ] that a Rubrich is wart- x 
ing, to let us kno'? the ife of the Golden Number ; P. 
which, very probably, was intended, but chro' haſt he 
omitted; becauſe a Rubrick, wh ch was ſet in the 014 Wh vr 
Calendar at the Bottom ot the Alnanachs, or Table of Vie 
the Moveable Feafls, was left out in 1661. er | 
|| Quontam ex decreto ſacri Concilii Niceni Paſcia te. 
ex quo reliqia feſta mobilia pendent, celebrari debet Ml wie 
die Dominico qui proxime ſuccedit XIV. Lane prini to l 
menſis, (is vero apud Hebrg's wicatur primus menjis, em 
Cujus XIV. Luna vel cadit in diem Verni Æꝗuinociii, Ml v1 
quod die 21 men ſis Martii continzit, vel propius ipſus Ml 549% 
Stquitur ) efficitur ut ſi Ehacta Cupuſuis anri invenit- 
tur & ab eg in Kalendatin notata inter diem octaum ur 
Martii ixclaſtve & quintum Ap ilis incluſive (his th 
enim Epactæ XIV. Lana cadit in diem Aquino! ' lp: 
ver nd, id eft in diem e Martii, vel eum propius ſequitur) th 
UN) 
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from whence Bp. Cyſin very probably 
took it, viz. BASTER-DAY, &c. is 4l- 
ways the Firſt Sunday after the Firſt Full 
Moon, which happens on, or next after the 
215 of March, &c. And it were to be 
wiſh'd, that ſome Account was given of 
the Full Moon meant in the Rule, and 
how it is to be found, as was given in 
the Old Calendars X. 


I choſe 


numerentur incluſi ve deorſum verſus dies quaturdecim, 
proximus dies Diminicus diem hunc XIV. ſequence (ne 
un fudæis convenia mus, ft forte dies XIV. Lune ca- 
deret in diem Dwninicum) fit dies Paſche. 

N. B. It is likewiſe fo exprefs'd bv ſeveral Au- 
thors that hire given an Account of the Dcter- 
minati m of the Counctl of Nice about it. 

* N.B. Itave b-tore in this Preface, p. 5. given 
a Paſſuge, pu: before a Bible, printed in Folio 1575, 
wherein a Direction is given for fi diag the Golden 
Number z ſince which I have ſeen the following Ru- 
brich to the ſame Purpoſe in ſeveral old Common pray- 
er Bobs and Bibles that have tne Calendar before 
tem, left cur at the Reu'ſing thereof in 1661. 
when I preſume a ful er Accgunt was intended 
to hire bee i ſubſtituted in its ſtead, but thro! haſt 
omitted, Ic is at the Botton of the Almanach, &c. 
waich is of the ſme Nature with the Table of 
Miveable Feaſts for Forty Tears in theſe Words: 

© The Golden Number is ſo called, b*cauſe it was 
"written in the Calendar with Letters of Gold right at 
that Day whereon the Moon charged, and ir is the 
ſpace of 19 Years in the which the Mou returns to 
the ſelf ſame Day as the Sun, and therefore it is aiſo 

I 2 | called 


— 
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I choſe to put this Treatiſe into the 
Form of A Conference between a Church- 
man and a Diſſenter; 1. That I might 
thereby make it the more plain and eaſie 
to be underſtood. 2. Becauſe, though it 
has of late been made a Matter of Diſ- 
pute between Churchmen, it was at firſt 
Objected againſt by Diſſenters, and has 
(as I have ſhewn in this Preface) been 
very frequently urg'd by them as an Ar- 
gument (though, as I hope I have ſut- 
ficiently prov'd *) very Groundleſly, a- 
gainſt Miniſterial Conformity; and I have 
Confirm'd, as near as I could, almoſt 
all 1 have ſaid by the Authority of o- 
thers, who have wrote on theſe Points 
before me. 

I intended to have annex'd, by way 
of Poſtſcript to the following Treatiſe, 
after p. 36. An Account of the Lunar 
and Solar Cycles, with an Exact Cycle of 
the Gelden Numbers, which having re- 


called the Cycle of the Mann, in the which the So 
* fticzs and Equino#ials do return to one point in 
the Zodiack. 
Io find it every Year, you muſt add one to the 
Year of Chriſt, for Chriſt was born one Year of the 
19 already paſt; then divide the whole by 19, and 
that which remaineth is the Golden Number for that 
Year, if there be no Surpluſa), it is then 19. 
See the Conference, p. 35 Kc, f 
ceived 
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ceived Corruptions in many places in a 
long Tra& of Time, (by reaſon when 
Aſtronomers began to compile Tables for 
ſhewing the Mean Motions of the Sun 
and Moon, this Cycle grew out of Uſe, 
except ſo much of it as related to the 
finding of BASTER, viz. from March8. 
to April 5. incluſive, as I have ſhewn in the 
following Treatiſe, p. 18, &c. which has 
been kept entire and free from Error) 
was, without Correction, continued in 
the Book of Common Prayer, by the Re- 
viſers of the Calendar in 1661. and tho 
pretended to be Corrected by ſeveral Mo- 
dern Writers, ꝶ has (I have good Reaſon 
to fear) been truly Regulated by none 
which I purpoſe to give the Reader, to- 
gether with a large Explication of the 
Manner and Method of its being plac'd 
in the Calendar, in a Second Explication 
and Vindication of this Rule, if ſuitable 
Encouragement be given me to purſue 
this Subject any farther, and to correct 
any Miſtakes, or ſupply any Pefects, which 
ſhall be obſerv'd iu this; of which I ſhall 


Bp. Beveridge in his Inſtitutioncs Chronslogice and 
the Abridgement of it. viz Introductio ad Chronolo- 
glam, Blondel, in his Hiſtoire du Calendrier Romain; 
and Dr. Nichols, in his Comment on the Book of Con- 
mon Prayer. 
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thankfully receive any Notice, in 2 
Letter to Mr. Downing in Bartholomey- 
Cloſe. 

| had Thoughts likewiſe of annexing 
hereto a large Examination of Dr.Wall;'s 
Letter to Biſhop Fell, concerning the True 
Time of Keeping St. Matthias's Day in Leay- 
Tears; and therein to have ſhewn, 1. That 
it is very clear, that the Reviſers of the 
Calendar in 1661, did intend to make an 
Alteration in this Point, and that from 
the Doctor himſelf, who in that very Ler- 
ter, wherein he contends that the Feſti- 
val of St. Matthias is to be Regulated ac- 
cording to the Column of Calends, None 
and Ides, (which, though printed in the 
Book of Common-Prayer, Eſtabliſh'd by the 
Act of Uniformity, has yet in ſeveral late 


Editions been left out, as being thought 


to be of no Uſe) does yet grant in the 
ſame Letter, p. 22. IJ. 9, 10, 11.) that the 
Leſſons are to be guided [ not by that Co- 
lumn] but by the Column of Days. And 
in p.18. I. 14. that 29 ſtandstat the Bot- 
tom of February, to direct what Leſſons are 
to be read when February ſhall have a 29th 


Day; and wiſhes that that Column Lin- 


ſtead of that of Calends, Nones and Ides] 
had ſtood next before that of the Leſſons, which 
thereby 
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thereby had been leſs ſubj ect to Miſtake [as 
indeed it does in moſt Editions, ſince the 
other is left out.) | 

Secondly, That the ſtanding Rule of all 
the Computiſts, for more than Four Hundred 

Tears paſt, none excepted | as he ſays, p.13.7] 
has not been contain'd in thoſe Verſes 
Biſextum Sexte, &c. declaring that this 
Feaſt was in Leap-Tears to be kept on. 
the Natural Sixth Calends, and not on the 
Preternatural or Inſititious One; ſince it is 
not agreed, which Day in ſuch Years is 
the Natural Sixth Calends, and which the 
Preteraatural One; but 1 wave inſiſting 
any farther on this Point now, except that 
ſince both our Church and State account 
the 29th Day of February to be the Inſi- 
titious Day, 1 conceive the ancient Cuſtom 
of doubling the Letter F. at February 24, 
and 25. ſhould be aboliſh'd; and the Ler- 
ter C. henceforth doubled at February 28. 
a | : 

I muſt here add, that (as I have been 
Irorn'd) for want of Underſtanding 
this Rule, At Sea, and in our Factories 
and Plantations abroad, the Feaſt of 
EASTER, has been found out aud kept 
according to Rules different from this, 
by the Help of the Epæct. 


Adver- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Reader is deſired to take Notice, 
that in the following Treatiſe the 
Objection againſt the Rule, taken from the 
Difference between the Aſtrenomical and 
Eccleſiaſtical Moon, is adapted to the Year 
1771. by reaſon it was deſign'd to have 
been Publiſh'd before the laſt EAS TER, 
when the two firſt half Sheets of the Pre- 
face, and the two firſt half Sheets of the 
Conference, and the TABLE were wor} 
of; but it will equally ſerve for this Tear 
1712. byreaſon of the ſame Difference be- 
tween the Aſtronomical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Moon. The firſt Aſtronomical Full Moon 
after March 21. falling this Year on April 
10. and the Sunday following, viz. April 
2 Lbeing Palm Sunday] and the Sunday 
lowing ER. DAY: Whereas the 
Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon meant in the Rule 
[viz. the 14th Day incluſive from the 
New Moon, found by the Column of Golden 
Numbers, to fall on March 21. the G. N. 
of this Year being 3. J falls on April 17 
which being ray EAS TER-BAVT (a 
cording to the latter part of the Rule) is 
not that Sunday, but the Sunday after, VIZ. 
April 20. as it 1s plac'd in all the Alma- 
nac łs of this Year, and in the TABLE of 
Move able Feaſts for Forty Tears, and that for 


finding EAST ER for ever in the Calendar. 
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The Rule for finding EASTER I 
the Book of Common-Prayer, 
explain d, and vindicated,in a 


familiar Conference, between 


a Church. man and a Diſſeuter. 


Ch. Eighbour, This is kindly done of 
Lou: I aſſure You, I am heartily 

glad to fee You, | 

Diſſ. Sir, I am very much oblig'd to You 
upon many Accounts, but particularly for 
the Trouble You /a/e/y gave your ſelf to 
reconcile me to Your Way of Keeping Chrift- 
mas, tho' at the ſame Time I have {til 
ſome other Di#ficulties on that Subject. 

C. Prithee Neighbour, what are they? 

D. You ſhall have them Sn0ther Time 
at preſent, I am come to talk with You 
upon another Subject, if You' are willing, 
and at Leiſure. | 

C. With all my Heart; Pray what is it? 

D. It is concerning the Aule for findin 
EASTER in Your Ds e e 
which, You know has been frequenth 
found to fail, and does notorioully fo 1015 
Tear. A 2 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Reader is deſired to take Notice, 
that in the following Treatiſe the 
Objection againſt the Rule, taken from the 
Difference between the Aſtrenomical and 
Eccleſiaſtical Moon, 1s adapted to the Year 
1771. by reaſon it was deſign'd to have 
been Publiſh'd before the laſt BASTER, 
when the rwo firſt half Sheets of the Pre- 
face, and the two firſt half Sheets of the 
Conference, and the TAB LE were work'/ 
F; but it will equally ſerve for this Tear 
1712. by reaſon of the ſame Difference be- 


tween the Aſtronomical and Eccleſiaſtical 


Moon. The firſt Aſtronomical Full Moon 8 
after March 21. falling this Year on April 
10. and the Sunday following, viz. April 
3. [being Palm Sunday] and the Sunda 
following EASTER-DAY: Whereas the WW , 
Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon meant in the Rule WM 
(viz. the 14th Day incluſive from the 
New Moon, found by the Column of Golden 
Numbers, to fall on March 21. the G. N. 
of this Year being 3.7 falls on April 14. 
which being Sunday, EASTER-DAY (at- 
cording to the latter part of the Rule) is 

not that Sunday, but the Sunday after, viz. 

April 20. as it is plac'd in all the Alma- 

nac ls of this Year, and in the TABLE of 
Move able Feaſts for Forty Tears, and that for Ml j 


finding BASTER for ever in the Calendar. 
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The Rule for jinding EASTER in 


the Book of Common-Prayer, 
explain d, and vindicated,in a 
familiar Conference, between 
a Church. man and a Diſſenter. 


I. 
Eighbour, This 1s kindly done of 
Lou: I aſſure You, I am heartily 
glad to fee You. | 
Dif}. Sir, I am very much oblig'd to You 


Ch. 


upon many Accounts, but particularly for 
| the Trouble You lately gave your ſelf to 


recoucile me to Your Way of Keeping Chriſt. 
mas, tho' at the ſame Time 1 have {till 


| ſome other Difficulties on that Subjef. 


C. Prithee Neighbour, what are they? 

D. You ſhall have them ⁊nother Time 
at preſent, I am come to talk with You 
upon another Subject, if You are willing, 


and at Leiſure. 


C. With all my Heart; Pray what is it? 
D. It is concerning the Rule for findin 
EASTER in Your en eee 
which, You know has been frequenthy 


found to fail, and does notorioully ſo 7018 
Tear, A C. 
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C. Prithee, good Neighbour, fit down 2 
little: Tis Poſſible I may ſatisfy Lou: 'Tis 
2 Point T have formerly taken ſome Pains 
about. | 3 

D. And ha'nt You obſerv'd Your ſelf 
that the Rule does notoriouſly fail 7016 
Tear ? According to that, EASTER-DAY 
7s always the firſt Sunday after the fitſt Full 
Moon which happens next after the one and 
twentieth Day of March, and if the Full 
Moon happens upon à Sunday, EAS T ER- 
DAY zs tbe Sunday after. Now all the 
Almanacks of this Tear make the Full. Moon 
to fall on the Z/wenzy-third Day of March 
which 1s Friday, and yet EASTER-DAY 
is not the zent Sunday, viz. the twenty. 

Fifth Day, as the Rule ſays it ſhould, but 
the Sunday following, viz. April the firſt. 

C. Well: And what do you gather from 
that ? 

D. Why? is not this a plain Proof then 
that the Ru/e fails, and are we to be blam'd 
for refuſing to give our A/ent and Conſent 
to all and every Thing contain d in the B 094 
of Common-Prayer, when this Rule is ſo 
manifeſtly erroneons ? 

IT. 

C. Hold alittle, Sir: Are You ſure You 
don't iſtate the Rule? Probably I may 
ſhew You by and by that it dves not fail, 
tho You are ſo confident it does. But 


121 
But ſince You except againſt The Decla. 


ration of Aſſent and Conſent, &c. I muſt 
beg leave firſt to ſay, that this is nothing at 
all as to Jou, ſince it is not requir'd in order 
to Lay Conformity, tho' it be to Mini/terial 
Conformity. It has been ſufficiently prov'd 
by Two learned and judicious Authors, ( 1 ) 
that Mr. Calamy has ſtrain'd theſe Words 
to a much Higher Senſe than ever the 
urch intended to put upon them. (2) 
They have ſhewn, and ſo have, as far as 
Ican find, All other Members of our Church; 
and even the molt Strenuous Defenders of 
it, that aothing more is meant by this De- 
claration of Aſent and Conſent, than Aſent- 
ing to the Lawfulneſs of the Book of Common- 
Prayer, and Conſenting to uſe it (3). 

A late Learned Author, ſpeaking of this 
Declaration of Ment and Conſent, has theſe 


(1) See Mr. Hoadley's Reaſonableneſs of Conformity 
:» the Ch, of Engl, &c. Part 1. 2d. Edit. p. 105. &c. 
and his Defence of it, Ch. 2. Mr. Ollyffe's Defence of 
Miniſterial Conformity to the Ch. of Engl. p. 19. &c. 
and his 2d Defence, p. 103. 

(2) See his Abridgment of Baxter's Life, and his 
Three Defences of Moderate Non-conformity. 

(3) See Dr, Falkner' Libertas Ecclefiaſtica, p. 91. 
Cc. Bp.Stillingfleet's Miſchief of Separation. Durel's 
Vindiciz Eccleſie Anglicane, Cap. XVI. p. 1@, Ce. 
Fullwood's Grand Caſe, p. 13. Sherlock Ls of 
Church Unity, p. 105, A Letter to Mr, John Olly ffe 
touching the Declaration of Aſent and Conſent. 

| A 2 Words. 
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Words (1). © The ftraming of this too high 


and putting 100 rigid a Senſe upon it ſeems to 
miniſter the chief Occaſion of Objeckions a. 
gainſt it. Now 11 75 to be obſerv'd, that Aſſent 
* and Content are Mord of the very ſame Im. 
* portance, as Dr. Falkner proves from many 
* /nflances in our Statute Law, and mean uo 


nor when applied to T hangs to be practiced, 


* order d or uſed, [ave only an Allowance that 
*Zhey may lawfully be uſed or practiſed. Thus 
* 2we £7ve our unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 
to all and every Thing contained and pre. 
* ſcribed in the Book of Common. Prayer Oc. 
i. e. We allow it to be a Book that has no- 
* thing contrary to God's Holy Ordmances in 
* it but is ſuch as may Lawfully and Piouſly 
* be uſed in all the Offices preſcribed therein; 
and that as ſuch we our ſelves will uſe it 10 
© 7he Eaification of his Church, To which 
let me add the Words of the learned Dr. 
* Falkner (2), who ſays, that Even ſuch Per- 
* ſons who conceive ſome Things or Expreſſions 
* preſcribed, eather in the Phraſes of the Com- 
* mon Prayer, or in the Pointing of the Pſalms, 
r in the Tranſlation of the Pſalms or other 
e Scriptures, not to be ſuitable to their ownDe- 
ire or Apprehenſuus, (yet to be free from 


(1) Sear. Bingham's French Churches Apology f. 


he Church of England, Book 3d, Chap. 3d. 
() See his Libertss Eccleſiaſtica, p. 94. | 


_ 


FER 
n, and of ſuch a Nature as that the whole 
„o remarneth uſeful, to guide the Exerciſes of 
. WM Piety ) thoſe Perſons may ſafely, and with a 
good Conſcience, make this Declaration of 
Aſſent with reſpef? to other weighty Con- 
i iderations of Submiſſion to Authority, Pro- 
motiug Peace, Order, Unity, and the Edi. 
cation of the Church in the united Exerciſe 
F aright Religious Worſhip, Even as ſuch 
t learned Men who may judge even our laFt 
Tranſlation of the Bible, not to have fitly 
(expreſſed the Senſe of ſome difficult Places, 
may yet both unfeignedly Alſent and earneſtly 
' perſuade to the diligent Uſe thereof, as knows- 
ing it to be of excellent Advantage to pious 
and humble Readers for their profitable 
f 2 the Goſpel Docrriue, and the Mill 
0% Goa. 

D. Pray fay no more on hs Point - for 


whatever be the Se of the Declaration of 


Aſjent and Conſent, it Signihes little or no- 
thing Zo me, ſince I am not obliged to make 
it. But to your Promiſe : Pray, ſhew me 
that the Rule does not fail this Tear. 

C. In Order to that, We will firſt con- 
ſider the Occaſion of the making it, and 
when it was firſt made, and by whom. 

D. I ſhall be glad to hear it. 

C. You mult know then, that in the 


early Times of Chri/tzanity, there were 
greas 


C6] 
great Differences in the Chri/tian Church 
concerning the Time when EASTER 
or the Feaſt of our bleſſed Saviour's Reſw 
rection, ſhould be obſerved, and there wer 
different Cuſtoms as to that Point : The 
Chriſtians in the Eaft, keeping it in Imity, 
tion of the Jews, on the 1474 day of thi 
Moon, what Day of the Week ſoever i 
happen'd ; pleading the Practice of St. ol 
for ſo doing, and thoſe of the Feſt; ne ve 
on that Day, but on the Sunday following, 
as they ſaid, by the Direction of St. Peter, 
The ſe Differences at length grew ſo great 
that Efforts were made ſeveral Times t 
bring the Chri/#ians of the Eaſt to Agree 1 
this Point, with thoſe of the Weſt, bu 
without Effect; tho' about the Tear of Chrjj 
200. Hictkor, Biſhop of Rome, call'd a Suu 
of Biſhops, in which it was unanimouſ} 
agreed, except by the Biſhops of A/ia, that 
the Solemnity of our Saviour ReſurredtiuMD 
was nol Id be celebrated on any other Day bu. 


the Lord's-Day; and becauſe they would 


not ſubmit, Excommunicated them. 
D. Well: What was the Conſequence ol 
this ? Perſecution and Hiolence, certain!) 
could do but little Good: Moderation, l ſet, 
was as much wanted formerly as it is nov. 
C. It was indeed ſeverely cenſur'd by 
ieveral Perſons of great n and 
em. 


(71 


ſemper (1), and indeed it did more Furt 
han Good : For the Breach grew wider 
nd wider, till about the Year 325, the 
ous Emperor Conſtantine the Great, (in 
order to put an End to 7hat, and ſome other 


| Wi/erences, which had then very much 
+ Wilturd'd the Chri/tian Church,) eall da Gene- 


al Council of the ſeveral CHri ian Churches 
hen in being, and appointed the Meeting 
o be at a little Town call'd Nice: At this 


place there hen met no leſs than 318 
Brijbops (2). 

(1) See Suiceri Theſaurus Eccleſiaſticus ſub Voce 
doz, And Bp. Hooper's Diſc. of Lent, Ch. r. 

(2) Any one that is minded to have a full Ac- 
count of theſe Differences may conſult Euſeb. Hift, 
il, J. 5.C. 23, 24. Theodoret Hiſt. Eccleſiaſt. lib. 1. 
9, 10. Vit. Conſtantin. I. 3. c. 14. 18, 19, 20. 
Socrat. Hiſt Eccl, lib. 1. c 9 Sozomen, Hiſt. Eccl. lib. 
1, c. 21. Dupin's Eccleſiaſt. Hiſt. Cent. 4. p. 252. 
uiceri Theſaurus Eccleſiaſt. ſub Voce II . Beve- 
ridge Inſtitut. Chronolog. lib. 2. c. 4. Reg. 5. Sect. 3. 
Dr. pell's EASTER not MI, 3 Letter written out 
of the Country to a Friend in London, concerning E ASTER= 
DAY. Booker's Tractatus Paſchalis. Dr. Wallis'e 
Letter to Sr. John Blencow, in the Philoſophical Tran ſ- 
ations, No, 240. Vol 23 p 185. Ep. Hooper's Diſ:ourſe 
l of Lent, p. 61. Collier's Dictionary under the Word 
artodeci mans. Mr. Wright's Pr? [cript to his ſhore 
diem of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology of the Old T:ftament. 
Mr. Ollyffe's Second Defence ef Miniſterial Conformity 


the Foreign Reformed Churches concerning the Church of 
aelepd. And Mr. Gadbury's Feſium: Fefurum, 


the Church of Engl. p. 217. Dr. Wille“ Judgm. of 
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D. Well, Wha was done at this mighty 
Meeting! 

C. It was at his Time that theſe Differ. 
ences were in a manner happily compoſed, 
by ſeveral prudent Canons, Which were then 
made for the Keeping of EASTER, at 
one and the ſame. Time, in all Parts of 
the Chriftian Church, 

D. An Excellent Emperor Indeed! No 
one ſurely will commend his Wiſdom, what. 
ever they may ſay or think of his Pieh, 
who could imagine ſuch a Trifle as hi: 
worthy the Serious Con/ideration of ſuch: 
Numerous and Penerable Aſlembly. 

C. You may think whatever You pleaſe 
of him, and call his Viſdom and Prudence 
into Queſtion as much as You think fit 
But I aſſure You, The Chriſtian Church in 
almoſt all Ages has approv'd of what he 4% 
on this Occaſion, by following the Tale. 
and Canons which were made in 47s Synud 
for that Purpoſe. 

D. Since You have talk'd ſo much of 
the Rules and Canons made in this Synod fot 
this End, I delire You would tell me ava! 
they were, and what Succeſs attended them, 

C. I know not how to give them You 
better, than in the Words of the Learned 
Dr. Nichols. 

D. Pray let me hear them then, 


{ 
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C. The Doctor in his Excellent Comment 
on the Book of Common- Prayer, in Note on 
the Rule for finding EAS I E R, ſpeaking 
of the Determinations of this Synod, ſays, 
that “they decreed two Things. Fir##, 
* That EASTER ſhould be obſerv'd, 
* according to the Romans (1 and other 
© Weſtern Churches Secondly, That the 
* Chriſt.ans ſhould have nothing in common 
with the hatejul People of the Jews, i. e. 
& that they ſhould never celebrate their 
* EASTER upon the ſame Day on which 
* the Fews cclebrated their Paſſover, as ap- 
„ pears by Cnftantine's Letter to the 
“ Churches upon the Occaſion of the 


| © Council's Determination in this Affair. 


(2) | 

D. What was the Effect of theſe Crave 
Determinations of this venerable Budy? Did 
they put an End to theſe Differences ? 


C. Yes: they did to theſe, but there ſonn 


zroſe new ones: (3 For it being referr'd 
to the Church of Alexandria, whereig were 
| more 
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(1) *Svpowros Pouas, Ep. Conc. Nic. 
Theod. Lib. 1. cap 9. 2 25 

(2) Euſeb de Vita Fo 6 Lib. 3. cap. 16. 

(3) See Gadbury's Fetum Feſtorum, p. 21, 22. 
Hoptons Concordancie of Years, Chap. XXXIX. 
| Bookers's Tractatus Paſchalis, p. 8. &c. Pell's Eaſter 
| not miſtim d, p. 9. | 
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D. Well, What was done at this mighty 
Meeting ? | 

C. It was at Zhis Time that theſe Differ. 
ences were in a manner happily compoſed, 
by ſeveral prudent Canons, waich were then 
made for the Keeping of EASTER, at 
one and the ſame. Time, in all Parts of 
the Chriſtian Church, 

D. An Excellent Emperor Indeed! No 
one ſurely will commend his F7ſdom, what. 
ever they may ſay or think of his Pieh, 
who could imagine ſuch a Triſſe as his 
worthy the Serious Conſideration of ſuch 
Numerous and Yenerable Aſlembly. 

C. You may think whatever You pleaſe 
of him, and call his Viſdom and Prudence 
into Queſtion as much as You thank fit, 
But I aflure You, The Chriſtian Church in 
almoſt all Ages has approv'd of what he 4% 
on this Occaſion, by following the Rake: 
and Canons which were made in 47s Synod 
for that Purpoſe. | 

D. Since You have talk'd ſo much of 
the Rules and Canons made in this Synod for 
this End, I delire You would tell me ava! 
they were, and what Succeſs attended them, 

C. I know not how to give them You 
better, than in the Words of the Learned 
Dr. Nichols. | 

D. Pray let me hear them then. 


9.7 

C. The Doctor in his Excellent Comment 
on the Book of Common- Prayer, in Note on 
the Rule for finding E AS I E R, ſpeaking 
of the Determinations of this Synod, ſays, 
that „they decreed two Things. Fir#, 
* That EASTER ſhould be obſerv'd, 
* according to the Romans (1 and other 
© Weſtern Churches. Secondly, That the 
i Chriſt.ans ſhould have nothing in common 
with the hatejul People of the Jews, i. e. 
& that they ſhould never celebrate their 
«* EASTER upon the ſame Day on which 
* the Few cclebrated their Paſſover, as ap- 
„ pears by Cinftantine's Letter to the 
“Churches upon the Occaſion of the 
: Council's Determination in this Affair. 

2) 1 | 

D. What was the Effect of theſe Grave 
Determinations of this venerable Budy ! Did 
they put an End to theſe Differences ? 

C. Yes: they did to theſe, but there ſoan 
aroſe new ones: (3 For it being referr'd 
to the Church of Alexandria, whereig were 

55 more 
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(1) *Supowyws Pouaios, Ep. Conc. Nic. 
Theod. Lib. 1. cap 9. | | 

(2) Euſeb de Vita Conft. Lib. 3. cap. 16. 

(3) See Gadbury's Fſum Feſtorum, p. 21, 22. 
Hoptons Concordancie of Years, Chap. XXXIX. 


| Bookers's Tractatus Paſchalis, p. 8. &c. Pells Eaſter 


not miſtim d, p. 9. 
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ny ſius Evig uus, a Roman Abbor, from a Cy- 
cle of 532 Years, made a 7. able for finding 
EAS I E R for ever, which ſoon receivd 


Epact, by which means there is ſdmerimes 
days difference between our EASTER and 


cious and learned Writer has ſhewn w f 


” 
* Mo 
1 — 


E 
more and better Aſtronomers than in any 0- 
ther Part of the World, to calculate E 4: 
STER, and it being agreed that the Biſby 
thereof ſhould every Year give Notice by 
Letter to all other Churches, when they 
ſhovld begin their Lent, and when their 
EASTER, and he either neglecting to do 
it in due time, or his Letters miſcarrying: 
Other Churches began to invent Cycles for 
the finding. EASTER themſelves, and 
this bred ſome Confuſion for a pretty con- 
ſiderable Time, till A. D. 532. One Dia- 


a General Approbation, and has been ever 
ſince follow'd by all Churches till A. D. 1583, 

when Pope Gregory XIII. not only altered 
the Stile, but alſo the manner of Calculating 
EAST E R, directing it to be found by the 


7, ſometimes 28, and ſometimes even 35 


that of the Church of Rome, as a very judi- 


Table” for that Purpoſe. (1) 
D. Pray Sir be pleas d to put an End to 
this long digreſſion, and come to the 90. 
whic 


00 dee Booker'; ym p. 43. 


L114 
which I mention d to you at my firſt com- 
ing in, vir. How you could clear The Rule 
in your Common-Prayer- Books which lays, 
that EASTERDAY i always the firſt 
Sunday after the Firſt Full Moon which hap- 
pens next after the One and Twentieth of 
March, when all the Almanacks of this Year 
make the Ful Moon to fall on the Twenty 
ird Day off March, which is Friday, and 
yet EASTER-DAY is not the next Sunday, 
viz. the Twenty Fifth Day, but the Sunday 
following, viz. April the Firſt, 
C. I come now then to the Point, and 
l muſt beg leave to tal you that you think 
ide Kale is falſe, becauſe you don” l rightly 
Wwderſftand ite 

D. Pray why ſo, is it not Hats enough ? 
WW bat part of it pray is it that I don't 
Wrightly underſtand ? 
c. You are miſtaken in chat Part of it 
that relates to the Full- Moon, which you 
imagine is to be found 9] the Almanacks, 
whereas it is not. 

D. Why pray how is it to be Found 
elſe; I am ſure there is no Direction gi- 
ven, in your Common-Prayer-Book for find- 
ing it elſewhere ? 

C. Ves; there is, tho' it be not ſo plainly 
age as 1 cou d wiſh it were. 
D. Pray where is this n 


C. Is 
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5 more and better Aſtronomers than in any o. 
j! ther Part of the World, to calculate E 4: 
| STER, and it being agreed that the Biſhy 
thereof ſhould every Year give Notice by 
Letter to all other Churches, when they 
ſhould begin their Lent, and when their 
EASTER, and he either neglecting to do 
it in due time, or his Letters miſcarrying: 
Other Churches began to invent Cycles for 
the finding, EASTER themſelves, and 
this bred ſome Confuſion for a pretty con- 
ſiderable Time, till A. D. 532. One Di 
nyſius E viguus, a Roman Abbot, from a Cy 
cle of 532 Years, made a 7. able for finding 
EASTER for ever, which ſoon receiv 
a General Approbation, and has been ever 
ſince follow'd by all Churches till A. D. 1583 
when Pope Gregory XIII. not only alter 
the Stile, but alſo the manner of Calculating 
EAST E R, direQing i it to be found by the 
Epatt, by which means there is ſdmerime: 
7, ſometimes 28, and ſometimes even 3; 
days difference between our EASTER and 
that of the Ohurcb of Rome, as a very judi 
cious and learned Writer has ſhewn vey 
Table” for that Purpoſe. (1) | 
D. Pray Sir be pleas'd to put an End to 
| this long digreſſion, and come to the - 
, N 8 whic 
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(1) See Booker'; 5 Treftaru Paſchalin, P. 43. 
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which I mention'd to you at my firſt com- 
ing in, vir. How you could clear The Rule 
in your common Prayer. Bool, which ſays, 

that BASTERDAY is always the firſt 
Sunday after the Firſt Full Moon which hap- 
pens next after the One and Twentieth of 
March, when all the Almanacks of this Year 
make the Full Moon to fall on the Twenty 
hird Day of March, which 1s Friday, and 
vet EASTER-DAY is not the next Sunday, 
viz. the Twenty Fifth Day, but the Sunday 
ollowing, viz. April the Firſt. 

C. I come now then to the Point, and 
]. myſt beg leave to tal you that you think 
the, Rule is falſe, becauſe you don” t rightly 
under ſt and it. 

D. Pray why ſo, is it not Plain enough ? 
What part of it pray is it that I don't 
rightly underſtand ? 

c. You are miſtaken in that Part of it 
that relates to the Full- Moon, which you 
imagine is to be found by the Almanacks, 
whereas it is. not. 

D. Why pray how is it to be found 
elſe; Jam ſure there is no Direction gi- 
ven in your Common Prayer- Boo for ſind- 
ing it elſewhere? 

C. Ves; there is, tho' it be not ſo plainly 
expreſs as 1 cou'd wiſh it were. 
D. Pray where | is this Direction | 
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C. It is in the Calendar where there i 

in moſt, and ovght to be in all Editions of 

the Common Prayer Book, a Column of F. 

gures call'd the Golden Number, plac'd ever 

w.th certain Days in every Month, as for 
Example: 


In 2 (Gi ſet againſt na Roaſt 


and ſo on; and by this Colunis of Golda 
Numbers you muſt find the Full Moon. 
D. Pray let me into this mighty Secret, 
C. It is no ſuch Secret, any one that is 
but diſpos'd to ſpend a very little Tim 


this way, may eaſily find it out. 


D. Then pray Sir give me a little D. 
rection for that End. 

C. The Way is, Fir#, To find out th 
Golden Number for the Tear whoſe EA 
ST ER you deſire to know. 

D. Pray Sir, before you go any further, 
let me know the Meaning and V/e of thi 
Golden Number. 

C. Thar I will do if you pleaſe anothe 
Time; bur at preſent, if you will hart 
the Patience, I would ſhew you how the 
are to be mide uſe of, with relation 10 


the Ale for fnang E ASTE 1 
9. Wel 


( 
U 


E 
D. Well sir, go on then, 
C. To find out the Fall Moon then, you 
uſt, as 1 ſaid before, Firſt find out the 
olden Number of the Year whoſe EASTER 
you defire to know. 
D. You will pardon me, Sir. if I am 
| little Impertinent in [»#terrupting you; 
or | love to go ſtep by itep, ang there» 
ore before yon go any farther, | would 
beg you to tell me how I may find out 
his Golden Number. 
C. Why there are ſeveral Ways for that, 
is Firſt, You may find it by every Alma- 
ack. 
D. But ſuppoſe my Curioſity ſhould in- 
line me to know when EASTER will fall 
or 6 Years hence; how ſhall I know ir 
hen ſince the Almanacks ſhew the Golden 
umber for no more thin one Tear. 
C. You may then look into the Common- 
Prayer-Book, and you will find it in the 
Table of the Moveable Feaſts, calculated for 
40 Tears. 
D. But what if I ſhould, when this fit 
ff Curiofity comes upon me, not be able 
to meet with a Common prayer- Bool. that 
would ſhew me this; for in all the Ea! tions 
of it from 1662 to 1700 that Table be- 
Pins at 1661 and ends with 1700, ſo that 
none but the Editions primtes ſince 1700 
| ca n 


l3 
of 


en 
Or 


[14] 
can ſhew this, and even, in ſeveral: of theſe 
later Editions, either thro* the Negligenct 
or Ignorance of the Printers, the Column of 
Golden Numbers is left out in that Table. 

C. Why then | will give you the Rule fo 
finding the Golden Number for ever; and that 
is this, You muſt add to the Tear, whoſe 
Golden Number you deſire, 1. | 

D. Pray why ſo? | . 

C. Becauſe Our Saviour Chriſt ( from 
whoſe Birth we begin our Account) was 
Born when the Golden Number was 1. 

D. Well, what mult be done next? 

C. After you have added the Number ! 
to the Year, you mult divide the Product by 
19, and the Quotient ſhews the Number of 
Lunar Cycles, or Revolutions of Golden Num- 
bers, which have paſs'd ſince our Saviour 


Birth. and the remainder is the Golden Num- 


ber deſir'd; but if o remains, the Golden 
Number is 19: For Example, 1 bein 2 added 
to this Year 1711 makes 1712, which be- 
ing Divided by 19, the Quotient being 90, 
ſhews that 90 Lunar Cycles have paſs'd ſince 
our Saviour's Birth, and the remainder be- 
ing 2, ſhews that that is the Golden Number 
for this Year,-as. does the Table of the Mo- 
veable Feaſts, calculated for 40 Years, in; the 
| Common-Prayer-Book, and even all this Year's 
Aman ac ks. l | | D 


L 15 1 

D. Sir, 1 thank you; this has ſatisfy'd 
me as to "this Point: Well, when 1 hive 
found out the Golden Number, what muſt I 
do next ? 

C. You muſt then look into the Book of 
Common Prayer, and in the Calendar before 
the Days of every Menth, you will find a 
Column of Fig ures, not exceeding the Num- 
ber of 19, which are call'd the Golden Num- 
bers, © and the Day againſt which the Golden 
Number of any Tear is plac'd, is the New 
Moon of that Month of that Tear 

D. Nay, Sir, that is falſe, as may be 
eaſily ſeen by comparing the New Moons, 
found ont according to this Method, with 
thoſe mention'd i the Alrianacks, As for 
Example, | | 

C. You "heed not produce me aby Ex- 
amples, for I know What you ſay to be true, 

ran Seo r 

D, Pray let me kfidw the Reaſon of it. 

C. It is becauſe the State of the Moon, as 
well. as of the Sun, is alter'd now from 
what it was at the Council of Nice, or at 
leaſt in the Time of Dionyſus Exiguus, when 
this Rule was firſt made, and the Cycle of 
Golden Numbers invented to find it out: Ac- 
cording to the Judgment of the beſt Aſtro- 
nomers of theſe Times, the Vernal Equinox, 
or the Time when the Days and Night- 
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are equal in the. Spring, was obſerv'd to 
fall on the 21/t of March, tho? now it fall 
on the 1pth; and the true New Jon; 
do now fall between 4 and 5 Days ſooner 
than they did then, and for this End the 
Golden Numbers are in ſome Calendars ſet 4 

Days higher. (1) 204 26 
D. Why pray, whence comes this Dif 
ference ? | XP 
C. The Reaſon of it is this: The Falia 
Tear Contains 365 Days and 6 Hours, which 
being multiply d by the Lunar Cycle 19, makes 
6939 Days and 18 Hours; but the Lunar 
Tear being multiply'd by the ſame Number, 
and its Emboliſmical Months added to it, 
produce only 6939 Daysf6 Hours and a hal, 
ſo that there is the Difference of 1 How 
and a half between the Lunar Cyele and 19 
Julian Tears; and therefore, after the Rev- 
lution of 19 Tears, there is not an ext 
Equation of the lotions of the Luminaric: 
Now this Difference being long negletted 
by the Writers of Calendars, did produce 
Errors in the Computation of New and Ful 
Moons, ſo that now the Difference is ao 
leſs than 4 Days, and if you reckon but 5 
y Das 


(.) As in the Calendar of a Common-Praycr-Bub, 
Lond. 1627. fol. The Scotch Com mon- Pra) r Boll. 
e 37. fol. and the Great Church Bibl., 
Lend. 16480]. | 


Nays Exch ve 227 eb Day againſt pybich 
the Golden Number is et, w will generally 
have the Tru New. Aopn, (1.) 

D. I ſhall not grouble my ſejs about 4- 
ny other New. Mann, than, hat wh dern, 
* pray bow is That 10 e 
Our 3% 


FFI IT TT 
K. Br. Tel, n Tel, in his aſter not abe, p. vi. hav- 
* LON old Verſes containing Rules for 
ing [which ure in the Preface p. ik.) --- 
New | Moon! meant in thoſe Verſes, is not 
fk * 5 7 now. profeſs to give us, name- 
ly the H 17 0 Minute of the true Conjunct iyn of, the 
Sun 4 on; I But it 1 only the Day of the Moons 
von, as it was about 1300 Yedrs qgoe; 
= at r che Time of the Council f Nice, when the 


ernal oy ng: was obſery's to fall ꝓn March 


21]; and 1 there [ viz, an, the Calendars of. che Miſ- 


ſa's which have the Column of Golden Numbers in 
them] Found meerly by taking The” Day againſt which 
the pr opoſed Years Golden "Nuntber ſtands in he Mar- 
gin * each Month. For oo Computiſt A wel 
enough, that that Day would'be four Days After the 
New Mbon of bis own Time, aud therefore bids us be- 
gin at Be T ay fo found, and'tell'upwards ia. Syilable 
to each D , ſaying, in cœlis eſt hic; The Hyllable 
hic will fall four Days above your Golden Number and 
there ſhew you the Day 4 the New Moon for your Time. 
In the 55 ner of Salisþuyy Uſe likewiſe 120 1554 
(wherein is the Came Colunmof Golden Numbers'as 11 
the Cilendar of the Common-Prayer -Book Melis. . 
The Hewe Mone is \compnly every 
in the fyft Dap before the Golden N e aber 
tennerh kor the pere. N. 3. The Reafon of the 
i | C 


C. The 


— — 
— . — 


[18 J 
C. The Method of finding it out, is this; 
You muſt look into the Calendar, and mark 
againſt what Day the Golden Number is plac 
between March the 8th and April the gt 
Incluſpve[i. e. accounting March 8th the Hir, 
and April gth the Laſt of ſuch Days? and 
that is the New Moon which govern:E ASTER, 
D. Pray why muſt J not look for the 
Golden Number before March $th?, _ 
C. Becauſe the EFrſt Council of Nice fix 
the Vernal Equinox on March 2 iſt, and ap- 
pointed the Firſt Sunday after the firſt Fil 
Moon which ſhould happen on or neut aft 
this Verndl Equinox to be EASTER-DAY(1) 
ſo that the Full Moon which governs ;EAS 
TER; muſt fall eicher on or ſome Days afin 
the 21/t of March, and conſequeatiy ti 


IC 
01 


ſcemizig Difference hetween Dr. Tell and the Py" 
ue, as to the Place ofthe, Ps ew Moon in th 
Calendar, is that the 4th Day in the former 
.reckon'd Excluſively and the 510 in the latter I. 
cluſively ; tho? now the True New-Monn.. muſt b 
.reckon'd the 5th Excluſive, by reaſon the Diff 
ence between the Astronomical and Eccleſfiaſtiu 
New. Moon, which was then but about 4 Payr 
vom become almoſt 4. 
1.) This was grounded on their following WW WW 
_ Uſage of the Jews, who began their Year with ti 
_ New Moon, which bappen'd neareſt the Vernal Equi 
nr, or the Time of the Sun's entring into Ait 
whether before or after it; and keeping their Pi 
n | NN. 


U 1943 
New Moon which governs EASTER cannot 
zppen before March dth. (i.) 

D. But why when J am finding EASTER 
cording to this Method, muſt I not look 
or the Golden Number after April the fifth? 

C. Becauſe otherwiſe the Full Moon would 
all after the 25h of April, which is the ut- 
noſt Limit of EASTER, according to the 
we, which ſays, that it 1s always the firſt 
unday after the firſt Full Moon that happens 
ext after the one and Twentieth Day of 


March, which ſaid Sunday cannot fall after 
pril the 25th | | 


per On the Fourteenth Day Incluſive, after this 
ew Moon. 


(1 *. muſt confeſs, it does not appear from 
ne 


clefiaſtical Hiſtoriang, particularly Euſebiu 
nd Theodoret, that the Council of Nice did expli- 
itely decree any thing more about this Affair, 
an 1ſt, That the Chriſtians ſhow'd not keep their 
ASTER on the ſame Day the Jews kept their PASS- 
VER, and 2dly. That x4 ſpould follow the Rules 
the Romans [and conſequently not of the A- 
icks or Quartodecimans] in keeping it, Which 
jules J take to be, what Modern Writers on this 
abje&,[as Petavius l. 2.c. 66. The Rubrick de Feſtis 
obilibus in the Roman Breviaries and Miſſals. Be- 
eridge J. 1. c. 9. See. 8. and 9. Booker p. $- The 
ule Fo finding Eaſter Explain'd and Vindicated, p. 
the Reform d Calendar p. 12. Blondel, Part . 
c. Spanhemij Introd. ad Chronolog. et Hiſt, 
cr, p. 61. ] call the Determinations of the Council 


Nice about this Point. | 
C 2 _D.ks 


L 20 
N. s then the whole Cycle of the Golun 
Numberscomptehended — theſe two day. 
viz. March $th and Apr th Inciuſtoe? 
C. Ves; You may eaſily ſee it to WT 
by looking into the C Calendar. 


III. 


* Wall; when I. have found ont the 
New "Moon according to this Method, How 
muſt I find out the Full Moon? 

C. You muſt r kon Fourteen Days from 
thence, Incluſive, i. e. accounting the Day if 
the New Moon for the Firſt, and ſtopping at 
the Fourteenth, and calling that the Full Moon, 

D. Is the Full Meanthen always the four- 
reenth Day incluſive, from the New Aon? 

lt is never ſo in Afronomical Reulity 
(1 12 but 1 in Ecclefiaſtical Computation as It 
reſpects this Rule for Snaing EASLER: i 
Is ſo always, 0 

D. You fay ſo, but ſeveral jearned Per- 
bits, * ſeem to have ſtadied this Point 


——— 
"G38. 9 220 . Accc ding to the Afropemical Tale 
11 Mean 5 about 29 Days and 12 


d that conſequently the mean Full Moon 75 

gut I and I ah. e mean Nev 

e ot Kh Sao in the ad the Gol- 

Her Fran ers of the ſame Denonimatian nerally 

er at 29 and 30 295 iſtance 

och other; E :xcept. 1185 thro? the. Error of 
Printers they are e 

=} 1 ver 


8 


I] 
rery accurately and carefully, have aſſerted 
that the Fall Moon is not the Forurreexth, but 
the Fifteenth Day Incluſive from the New 


Moon. (1.) Art. | 
C. 1 know it, there are ſo; but yet there 
are others as learned and judicious as they, 


Learning, at leaſt ſuch as have ſtudied this 
Rule better, that are of the contrary Opini- 
on, and ſay that it is not he Fiſteenth Day 
Incluſive but the Fourteenth ( 2.) Nay it muſt 


. —— | 
(i.) See Bp. Beveridges Tuſtitut. Chronolog. Lib. 2, 
"WH cap. 4+ 768. 5. Sed. 3 in his Example-for the Year 
156), where he calls April 2 (tho' it be the 15th 
meluſive,) the Quarta Decima, i. e. the: Fourteenth 
from March 19, the Paſchal New Moon of that Year, 
tho* in Sect. 1 and 2, he grants that the Council of 
Nice did decree [to which the latter Part of our 
| BY Rule agrees] that EAs TER ſhou'd not be cthebrat- 
ed on the Fourteenth Day of the Moon, but on the 
Sunday after, and that zbeſe Rules are moſt ſtrict- 
1 5 eligioſifteme} obſerv'd by our Church. Dr. 
ali, Letter to Sr. john Blencow in the 7 4 
Pbical Tranſactions of May 1698. No. 240 to Bp. 
Fel in the True Time of keeping St. Matthias Pd. 
| 
ö 


in Leap Years, p. 35. I. 21. Ko. Mr. Wright's Poſt- 
ſeript to his ſbort View of Mr. Whiſton's Chrono- 
| of the Old Teft The Huvod. ad Chronolo- 
Lian, p. 37. The Clergy-Man's Fade Mecum. & 
22. p. 199. n 'Y. dd 

(2.) See Iſidori Hiſpalenſis Origines Lib. G De 
Ocia Paſchali. Petavius de Doct. Tenw. paſim Scali- 
ger de Emendatione Temporum and Elenchus Calen- 


and I may fay better skill'd in Calendar . 


be 


[227 
be conſider'd that in all che Books wrote a. 
bout the Calendar and Eccleſiaſtical Computa- 
tion the Full ſoon hears no other Name than 
the Hurteenth Moon, and from thence came 
the Name of © narto Decimans, which was 
given in the Primitive Times to ſuch Chriſ- 
tians as celebrated EASTER on the Day of 
the Full Moon, on which the Fews celebrated 
their Paſſover and not on the Sunday. after 
it. But this TABLE of the Golden Number: 
and Dominical Letters Calculated for 532 
Tears, which I have in my Hand, I hope 
will convince you, that Dr: Wal and 
dari Gregoriani paſſim.Dr. Nichols in his Comment 
on the Book. of Common Prayer in his Note on thi 
Rule. Newton's Coſmographia, Part 2. Chap. 2. 
Pauli de Middelburgo de rea Paſche Celebratione, 
&c. paſſim. Bucherius ix Victorij Canonem Paſcha- of 
lem, paſim. Spanhemij ad Introd. Chron & Hiſt. :Sacr. Ml m 
p. 66. Colliers Ditionary, under the Article N x 
Qꝛuarto- Dec imani. Dr. Pell's Eaſter not N 3 th 
p. 7. and 10. Mr. Booker's Tractatus Paſchalu, p. 
34. Mr. Thornton's Letter to Dr. Sloan, publiſhd Wh © 
in the Pbilaſophical Tranſactions, of March, 1705. | 
Vol. 24. = 1902. Mr. Jackman's Letter to Dr, WW 1 
Sloan, of OR. 13. 1705. oubliſhed inthe Phi loſoph. tc 
Tranſact. of Oct. 1705. Vol. 24. p. 21 23. At- P: 
lendarium Gregorianum perpetuum, m. Blon- 
del's-Hiſtoire du Calendrier Romain, Part 2, Liv. 1. 00 
Ch. 4. Mr. Ollyffes Second Defence of Miniſterial tt 
Conformity to the Church bf England, p. 217. The pe 
Rule for finding Eoſter explain'd | and vindicated, I 
&c. p. 2. Clauiws pajim, Beda paſiim. | 
s | thoſe 
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4. thoſe that are of the ſame Opinion with 
4. him in this Point; are miſtaken. (1:) 

n D. Pray lay it alide now, we will conſi- 


e der it by and by. Taking it for granted. 
that as you ſay, the F Moon is the Four- 
. reenth Day Ineluſive from the New Moon, I 
F vou'd fain know why it was fix'd to thi 
1 WW Payſince the Lunar Months contain ſometimes 


Twenty nine and ſometimes Thirty Days? 
C. Becauſe the Jewiſh Paſſover (at which 
Time our bleſſed Saviour was crucified) 
was appointed to be kept on the 14th Day 
of the Moon [ſee Exod. xii. 6. J which was 
the Rule of the Chriſtians EASTER (2.) 
D. Why'then do you not keep EASTER 
en the Day of the Hul Moon? 
C. I have already given you an Account 
of the Differences which aroſe in.the Pri- 
mitive Times, between the Chriſtians of the 
Eaſtern and of the Weſtern Churches about 
this, which I will not repeat; and 1 gave you 


- 


(i.) See this TABLE after p. 40. with different 
running Pages, becauſe it was printed by it ſelf 
2 oe greater Expedition, before the preceding 

art, 44. . | F177 
(2.) The Occaſion of the 14th Moon being ac- 
counted the Full Moon by the Jews,was owiny to 
their taking the Nen Hom from the $405 or 45 
pearance of it, which did not happen *till above a 
Day after the Mean Conjundion. V. Petav. 1. 5. C. 14. 
a al 


3 
an Anſwer to this Queſtion from Dr. N. 
chols's Account of the Determinations of 
the firſt General Council of Nice, | about 
this Affair, one of which was, that 75 
Chriſtians ſbuuld have nothing in common with 
the hure ſul People of the Jem, (1.) and there- 
fore after they. had fix d tne Vernal Equi. 
Nox, (2) they ordain'd, as is ſaid in our 
Ruls, æhat Euſter Day ſhou'd be the Sanda) 
following che Firſt Full Joon inexr aſter the 
One and Iwentieth of Marob; The Day ol 
which the Zernal-Equizox was then obfery'd 
bo 'happew]! and if that Full Moon ſhou d 
happed * poi Sunday, that; EAS TER day 


ſhould'bexhs Sunday atrer: („ /. 


us Wh 6 Sb fs KEIL 


— — 


(I.) See this Conference, p. 9. N. B. The Wotds 
Of Conftantives Letter tothe Council of Mice, 
{which is in Theodoret's Eccl. Hiſt, Eib. x. Ch. 10. 
relating to-thiss are as 'tollow,' Ile Toy Ae Ape 
E100 bebe b my A ]u y inci rn. dopmy 20 Tu} 
I Jain emueri ovyn dein TAPE? of Ts d N- 
exs A Dνẽꝭmuñ˖ TREUMEANAGTI Xeuvarres ei vd Tws ms 
Tus ei kGtgg TYDAY Tur. . Mug wi 
E529 U V 04038 e oh 2 Vier off IsSabwv oN 

(z.) See Page 19. Note (t.7 

(3.) This Oppoſition to the Practice of tie 
Luartadecimans, ſeems to be grounded, nat only 
on the Indignation which they conceiv'd agaiult 
the Fews, ex preſs'd in the Emperours Letter Cited 
above zu but on the Improptiety of keeping the 
Day of gur Saviours Pon befare the Fourteenth 

D. Sup- 


C 259 
. TIE HE , 4 
of M D. Suppoſe that the Paſcha! New Moon, 
ur MWſhovld fall on March 8th which is the earlieſt 
h chat it can fall upon, which then is the Fl. 
th WW Moon? | LN 
e- C. Why, March 21 f! that being the Four- 
i- M:ccnth Day Incluſive after. 
Ir D. Whea then is EASTER-DAY ? 
C. Why the next Sunday after, yea tho? 
it ſhould be the nexe Day, viz. March 224. 
D. But how I pray does that agree with 
your Rule, which ſaith it muſt be the Firſt 
Sunday after the firſt Full Moon which happens 
next after the one and Twentieth Day of March, 


and the Day of his Reſurrefion on the Fourteenth 
Day of the Moon, when he roſe from the Dead 
on the Seventeenth, as is declar'd by ſeveral of 
the Antient Fathers, and particularly by St. 
Ambroſe in his 834. Epiſtle to the Biſhops of Amilia, 
where he gives {ſeveral Inſtances of the Practice 
of the Church in that Reſpe&, by which he re- 
ſolves the Scruple propos'd to him. See Paulus de 
Middelburgo, I. 5. Rule for finding EASTER Ex- 
lain'd, &c. p. 8. 

M. B. This is a further Argument that the Ful 
Moon which was appointed to govern EASTER, 
was the Fourteenth, and not the Fifteenth, as Dr. 
Vallis and the reſt, cited in page 20. note 1, con- 
tend; by Reaſon, according to their Calculati- 
on, there never could ſince the Council of Nice 
have happend ſuch an Adjournment of EASTER 


to the Sunday following. | 
D whereas 


trom the Sunday that the Paſchal Full Moon fell oa 


4. # is 


whereas this Full Maon happens on the o 
and Twentieth. (1.) 15 0 
C. All your former Objections with Sub. 
miſſion Sir, were but meer Cavils againſt . 
the Rule; this does indeed look like a good 
one, and as it ſeems, convinc'd Dr. Wal Wi 
and Mr. Thornton, that the Rule was not 
rightly expreſs'd, becauſe they could not 
get over this Difficulty, and therefore Dr. 
Wallis in his Letter to Sir John Blencom, of 
May 14. 1698, [publiſh'd ig the Phzloſophi- Wl be 
cal Tranſactions of May 1698. No. 240. Nu 
Vol. 23. p. 186. has, contrary to all others 
that have wrote on this Subject, as I can h 
find ſaid that The Fundamental Rule of Ml; 
© the Nicene Council, which we pretend tw i y 
© follow in the keeping of EASTER, is to Mx 
© this Purpoſe, EASTER-DAY is to be tha Ml 1 
Sunday which falls upon or next after the fir: Wl | 
Full Moon which happens next after the Ver- 
nal Equinox, which Vernal Equinox was Ml: 
then obſerv'd to fall on the 2 ff of March 
* and in the Paſchal Tables is yet reputed 
* ſoto fall, tho? it do now fall on the 11 


(1.) I have not been able to meet with qne Diſ- 
ſentey that has in print mention'd this Objection, 
nay not Mr.Calany or his Friend, tho! Dr. Vallis had 
put it for them in a very good Light, in his Let- 
tex to Sit J. Blencaw; and Trove ut it into the 
Mouth of a, Diſſeuter here, that I might take 
Occaſion to anſiver it, [See alſo his Letter to By 
kel 2. 39, 49+] — of 


- 


( 47 } 


of March, and fometime on the 16th of 


March, and therefote inſtead of, next after 

1b. the Vernal Equinoæ, we ſay next after the 21ſt 
. of 24arch. But then it is fad (by a MiC. 
ol WM take 1 ſuppoſe) Next after the firſt Full 
Alcon, inftead of Upon oz Next after the 
ot I firſt Full Moon, for ſo it is to be under- 
ot ; ſtood and added. h . 
. D. You juſt now ſaid, that Mr. Thornton 
of zs well as Dr. Walls thought the Rule to 
be falſe; pray be pleas'd to tell me what 
0. N were his Reaſons for thinking fo ? 


WW 7. He differ 'd from Dr. Wallis, in that 
n he ſaid that the Full oon, was the Four- 
9 WM reenth D. incluſive, from the New Moon 
whereas the Doctor ſaid, it was the Efteenth, 
But the Reaſon why he thought the Rule 


was falſe, was becauſe it ſometimes hap- 
pen'd, that March 224 was EASTER-DAY 
whenas the Rule ſays, that EASTER-DAY 
is always (1+) che firſt Sunday after the firſt Full 

( 1.) NI. Ol Fe not underſtanding the true menn- 
mg of the Rule, when he wrote his Firſt Defence of 

iniſterial Conformity to the Church of England | a- 
gainſt Mr. Calamy's Abridgment of Baxter's Hiſtory, 
geo. 1702] tho? he correged it afterwards, ſays, 
5. 21. That © the Word aiwaps is proper, if the 
* Rule genezaliy be true, tho? it ſho d fail fome- 
times; The Word Alwars being applyed to 
Things of 2 perpetual or long Contimuance, as ⁊ 
; Sam. I. 10. oh, xviii. 20. Aits X. 2. 


D 2 Moon, 
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(289 
Moon, which happens next after the one ay; 
Twentieth Day of March, And therefore in 
order to ſolve this Difficulty, he explains the 
Rule another Way, viz. by aſſerting, (1.) 
© 1. That the 21ſt of March in all but 
© Leap-Years, and in Leap; Years the 20th 
© of March, was at the Time of the Council 
* of Nice, when this Rule was, made, the 
* Vernal Equi nox, 


* 2. That the 20th of March in Lea 


2 1122 is the ſame as] the 21ſt of March 


© In common Tears. | 

D. Well, is not this a right Explanation? 

* No, he has not by theſe Notes ſol#'d 
this Dzffalty. Becauſe he went upon the Sup- 
poſition, that, 12 8 3 to his Computa- 
tion of the Full Moons eing the Wo, Day 
Incluſive from the New Moon, it would never 
happen on March 21ft, but in Leap-Tear 
as It did in the Year 1668, When EAS TER. 
DAT fell on March 22, and Ly Con- 


3 


the Domme Letter D. as yon may ſee in 
Table for finding EAST ER for ever in the 
Common- Prayer 2 and this as you will 
very clearly ſee in my TABLE appens 


— —— — — — a 


(1.) See the Philoſophical Ty Tranſadions for Marc) 
705 Vol. AFP. <5 


in 


( 29) 

in Common Tears, three Times within the 
Courſe of 532 Years, viz. in 1573, 1915, 
and 2010, whereas it happens but once ſo in 
that Period on a Leap- Tear, viz. in 1668. 

D. And do you ſay now, that the Rule 
is true and needs not to be corrected ? 

C. Yes I do indeed/think ſo. 

D. For what Reaſon I pray ? 

C. Becauſe | think there is no need of 
any ſuch Alteration or Explanation as they 
ſuggeſt, if we but'underſtand, as one who 
formerly vindicated the Rule ſuggeſts (1.) 
that * Theſe Words [next after arch 21.J 
are meant incluſively, as if it had been 


2 ___—L_—__ — — — — — — 
— py 
* — 


— 
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(I.) See An Explanation of this Rule in a Letter 
from the Reverend Mr. ſackman, to Dr. Hans 
Sloan, F. S. S. in the Philoſophical Tranſattious of 
Oftob. 1705. abridg'd in the Preface. 

N. B. The Author of The Rule for finding EAs- 
TER eæplain'd and vindicated, &c. in p. 10. ſays 
that * That there is no Difficulty in reconciling 
the Rule with the Tables. | as Dr. Vallis ſuggeſts 
there was] unleſs it be in theſe Words, next af- 
* ter the 211t of March | when by the Tables it ap- 
* pears, that a Full Moon even upon the 21ſt ſhall 
* govern EASTER, and give it ſometimes upon 
the 22d. of March] which are yet very intelligi- 
Able, to all who conſider, that as by Full Moon 
in the Kubrick, is meant the reputed, Full Moon, 
counted upon the Eccleſiaſtical Tables, (or the 
' firſt Column in the Kalendar of the Common 
Frayer Book) and limited to the 14th Day pre- 
ciſely [ viz. incluſive] fo by the one and Iwenti- 


© ſaid 


(30 
© ſaid LH u after the Commencement 9 
March 21J fo that if the Full Moon hap. 
© pens On March 21, the ſame muſt be the 
* Paſchal Full Moon. 6 FO 

D. This is a very odd way of ſpeaking 
methinks, I fancy you will not find many 
that will believe the Words will bear this 
Senſe, you put upon them. | 

C. Give me Leave to give an Anſwer to 
your Objection, from the Author whoſe Ex- 
planation it was; (1.) It will not he much 
© boggled at (ſays he) by thoſe that know 
and conſider the Incluſive Way of reckon. 
© ing uſed by the Romans, and from them 
© deriv'd to all the Latin Churches, and 
< particularly that of England; For tis as 
proper to ſay [next after March 21 with 
© the meaning I contend for, as to ſay T. 
© tio (ante) Calendas, Nonas vel Idus in the 
of Senſe of the Roman Calendar, or, as to ſay, 
(as our Church does, a little after the Rl. 
i 9 —— . e 
eth Day of Maꝛch is here underſtood the reputed 
ed Pernal Equinox, tied in Eccleſiaſtical Ac- 
ceunt, to the Beginning of that Day, ſo that 
the Full Moons which happen 40 that Day, as 
well as on the following Days to the 530 of Ari! 
incluſively, are all reckon'd Full Moons after the 
Vernal Equinox, or ſuch as govern EASTER, 
whereby the Paſchal Bounds were fix'd at the 
< Council of Nice, to the 22d of March for th: 
Farlieſt and the 25th of April, for the Lats, 
* EnSTER. e 8 ; 

or 
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(31) 

for EASTER) that Aſcerſion Day is For- 
iy Days after EASTER, intending EAS- 
© TER-DAY it ſelf to he one of thoſe Forty. 
And 'tis obſervable in this very Rule, 
© that after it had been ſaid, that EAS- 
© TER-DAY is always the firſt Sunday af- 
© the Full Moon, &c. tis added, that if 
* the Full Moon happens on a Sunday, EAS- 
| TER-DAY is the Sunday after, which 
had been a groſs Tautology, if by the 
© firſt Sunday after the firſt Full Moon might 
not be underſtood, the Day of the Full 
Moon, it ſelf, when happening to be Sun- 
day. And if the Sunday of the Full Moon 
may be ſignified by the firſf Sunday aſter 
the Full Moo, then the Full Moon of 
* March 21 may be ſignified by the Ful! 

Moon next after March 21. 

D. But Sir, with Submiſſion, this An- 
ſwer is not ſatisfactory, for why muſt we 
be influenc'd in our Manner of Speech by 
eathens, for your Argument is fetch'd 
hiefly from the Manner of Speech us'd by 
the Old Romans? 

C. And very juſtly too, becauſe our Stile 
ind Way of Reckoning which is ſtill in Uſe 
mongſt us, is taken from them, it being at 
rſt invented by Julius Ceſar the firſt Ro- 
an Emperour, and ever ſince call'd the 
fulian Stile. But you are perhaps for Ke- 
orming this Rule, as well as the Piſcipline 
and 
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( 32) 
and Worſhip of our Church, according to the 
Scriptural Model, as ſome in the Time of the 
Rebellion were, and for making Uſe of a Scrip. 
tural Almanack (1.); But let me tell you, 
that this Way of ſpeaking may be juſtified 
from Scripture. | | 

D. Prove that, and you will entirely ſa- 
tisfy me. | 

C. To give you Satisfaction herein, | 
will beg Leave to read you a Paſlage out of 
a Diſcourſe which Dr. Walz. publiſh'd in 
Defence of the Chriſtian Sabbath |[ viz. the 


— —— ——  —— 


(I.) Sce a Tract entitule d, Scripture Motives fo 
Calendar Reformation urged, from divers Miſtakes 
of the meaning of many Places in Holy Scripture, and 
the meer Ig norance of the Litteral Meaning thereof, 
and thereby of the Myſtical; beſides the Guilt (as it i 
feared) of flrange Poſts ſet by the Lord's Poſts, 
by the common Uſe of the Vulgar Almanacks cnj, 
from the Teſtimonies of ſundry Famous Authors, nd 
from Preſidents both ancient and Modern, Furth 
urg'd formerly by Mr. I. B. renew'd and enlarg'd by 
H. Jeſſe, who in Lieu thereof, preſents, commend; 
and preſſes to the Uſe of the Scripture Calendar, 
which was uſed by the Anti ent Church of God, and ty 
the Apoſtles and other Primitive Chriſtians, and by 
Chriſt h1mſelf. 120. 1650. Which in 1672 receiv'd 
an 18th Edition with Enlaigements. See alſo by the 
ſame Author, The Scripture Calendar in Tſe by ti 
Prophets and. Apoſtles, &c. Explaining the Accounts, 
Meaſures, Weights, Coyns, Cuſtoms aud Language of 


Gods ancient People and of the Primitive Chriſtians, 


by H. J. viz. Henry Jeſſe, a Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. - 12%. 1654. | | | 
Lord 


C33 9) 


lords Day Sabbath] againſt one Mr. Bamp- 
%%, who had wrote a Book pleading for 
me Saturday Sabbath; wherein he not only 
WM juſtifies this Manner of Speech from Scrip- 
| te, but from the Practice of almoſt all Na- 
en. 

D. 1 ſhall gladly hear it. 

C. The Doctor having for Proof of the 
WY $urday Sabbath, cited John xx. 26. and ſaid 
chat the Words © After Eight daps, was, as 
ve commonly ſpeak in Engliſh, on that Day 
Sennight, adds (I.) the Cavil which here he 
* [viz. Mr. Bampfield in his Saturday Sab- 
* bath] makes to this Place, is ſo weak, | 
* that I am ſorry to ſee it, from one who 
* would ſeem to be ſerious, As if Eight Days 
* after or after Eight Days, were not the ſame 
* a5 what we would ſay a Week after or that 
* Day Sennight after, For he muſt needs 
* know, that tis not only the common Scripture 
Language, but the general Language of Latin 
and Greek Writers, to reckon Incluſively, 
* that is, to take in both the Extreams, And 
* ſo it 1s even at this Day (I think) in moſt 
Languages except the Engliſh, What we 
call a Sennight the French call Huict Jours 
* (eight days) (2,) and what we ſay a Fort- 


(i.) See his Diſcourſe of the Chriſtian Sabath, to 

1693. p. 20. &c. : 
(2.) So the old Engliſh word Utas, which Minſhew 
and Skinner in their Dictionaries, call the Otave or 
2 HE * night 
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Day Ague the Latins call a Quartan, ary 


concerning General Days in Bank, in real Actions, ani 


( 34 ) | 
© night is with them Quinze Jours (fiftee 
© Days); and ſo in all manner of Reckoning, 
* a Fourth, « Third, an Eighth, 4 Fit. 
© teenth, and other Intervals in Muſick, ar 
always ſo reckoned. What we call a third 


( 


3 
5 


L 

al 

U 
© what we call every other Day, they call; - 
© Tertian. So they call Secundo Calenda c 
© (1.) (i. e. Secundo ante Calendas) wha ſ 
© we would ſay one Day (not two Days) be. 
fore the Calends; and they call Tertio Cx . 
© lendas what is with us two Days (not three 
© days) before the Calends. $S» Nudity; 
© Tertivs is what we would ſay two days apor, 
and Nudius Quartus is in our Language, 
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a 
* 
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Eighth Day. Likewiſe OZabis mention'd ſever 
times, in the Statutes of 51 Hen. 3. Anno Dom. 1266, 


concerning General Days in a Vrit of Dower, denote, 
the Eighth Day Inclufive, or that Day Sennight; as like 
wiſe. Quindena does that Day Fortuight:. So it 
the Returns of the Terms, Octabis and Quindena by. 
nifie the Eighth and Fiſteenth Days Incluſive, a K 
what we call thoſe Days Sevenight aud Fortnigl. 
So in the Rubrick of the Old Miſſals, concerning Wil 
St. Matthias s Day, viz. that it muſt in Biſſextii 5 
Years be Quarta die a Cathedra St. Petri, which ! 
was the viii. Cal, Mart. or Feb. 22. t 
(I.) This very rarely occurs, becauſe the uſual i 
ſignification of the Verb Sequor, from whence &. 
92 * . rn to — in 2 of Time not o 
alculatien, and therefore this Day was general) 
call q Bride eee 


three 


(35) | 
Three Days ago (ze Four) ſo Mark viii - 
31. where Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf, that the 


N Son of Man fhall be kill'd, and after three 
„ Days riſe again, that is on the Third Day 
after (Incluſively taken) or after the third 


* Day is come: (Whereas ac cording to the 
* Senſe this Author would put upon the 
* Words it fhonld rather have been [ad after 
One Day, („er three Days were but) One 
Day between his Death and Reſurrettion) 
and it is the ſame in Senſe with what he ſays, 
john xi. 19. Deſtroy this Temple ( ſpeak- 
ing of his Body) and in Three Days I will 
' raife it up, iy rev futegrs, OF as Mat. xxvii. 
61. Ne Tewy ñuape vy that is the Third Day 

after (Incivſively.) And Mat. xxvii. 63. 


1 
＋— —— — ——— 
* 


$0 likewiſe is Ante diem and Poft diem to be un- 
derſtood, in antient Authors as well Chriſtian as 


"Paulus Lib. 3. ad Legem Fuliam & Papiam, as 
cited, H. de Verb. Ignif. I. 132. Anniculis amitti- 


tu qui extremo ann die moritur; & Conſuetudo l- 


Kalendarum, Paſt diem decimum Kalendarum, 
neque utro enim Sermone Undecim dies fignificantur. 
The Sence of which Paſſage. in. Engliſh, L take to 
be this; An Infant may be ſaid to dye being a 
Tear old that dyes UN the laſt Day of the Year, 
chat is the Day ron Birth Day. Suppoſ 
l to be born ix. Kal. April, 1710. and to dye x. 
l. . 1711, I Cay, T a Tear old, for the Year 
was up, x. Aal. and ix. Kal, was the Beginning of a 
ew Tear, Thus we commonly ſay, Tuſt diem x. 
| OO E 2 there 
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Homan, as clearly appears by the jollow ing Examples. 
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zuendi, id ita eſſe declarat, Ante diem decimum 
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(36) 
they tell Pilate, this Deceiver ſaid after 
three Days I will riſe again, «47 7peis iu 
(meaning thereby the third Day after 11. 
cluſively) and therefore they pray that the 
Sepulchre may be made ſure till the third Day, 
whereas, if (as our Author would reckon 
upon his Fingers) by after three Days, 
were to be underſtood when three whole Days 
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Kal. Apr. filius meus N—— exit Anniculus. And 
tho* Poſt diem x. might ſeem to ſignify the Dy 
which in Order of Time foltows the x. Kal. yet the 
known Cuſtom of Speech, declares it to be that 
very x. Aal. it ſelf. So again we commonly ſay, 
Ante diem x. Kal. Apr. filius neus N—— erit Annicu- 
lus. And tho? Ante diem x. might ſeem to ſiguity 
the Day which in the order of reckoning PRECEEDS the 
x. Aul. vi. ix. Kal. yet the know nCuſtom of Speech 
declares it to ſignify that very x. Kal it ſelf. So that 
dy neither of theſe Expreſſions is meant the Do 


AFTER tbe x. Kal. but the x. Kal. it ſelf. This with- 
out Queſtion is the true Meaning of that Sentence 
of Taulus s. The ſame is tranſlated into Greek, in 
3 Esclag. C. 2 at the End of Theoph. Inſtitut. in 
thefe words, Etude O- re? mrAdrav, d e Th gt. 


eg 78 eve] ups TAL mv I Gre g Nino an 
Nu Hs v Nh, I; ueα Serg.rlw of gag vv, 6 
Mus Ty eiergmuv iu v But, to come to 
other Examples. In Novelle IV ta. Epilog. Dat. An- 


te diem ævii. Kalend. Ap. Indict. æni. which is ex- 


reſs'd in Words at length in Novella IIItia Epi 
o, bat decimo ſeptimo Kalend. Aprils, So ante 
diem viii. Ids Nov. Cic. is in Cooper's Diction. in 
voce Ante, explain'd to be, Ofavo Idus Nov. So 


ante diem tertium Non. Novemb. ante diem tertiun 


Idus Nov. ante diem viii. Kal. hac ego PO 
| _ © alter 
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( 37 ) 


after that ſhould be pa ſs'd, they ne ed net 
have ſet their Watch before the Fourth or 
Fifth Day. Thus Chriſt's Aſcenſion is ſaid 
© ro be Forty Days after his Reſurrection, 
© (ſpeakingrof a Computation in Scripture Lan- 
© guage) which in our ordinary Manner of 
Speech is but Nine and Thirty: For A(- 
ſcenſion Thurſday (if Eaſter Day, be not 
© reckon'd for one) is but 39 Days after 
6 Eaſter. Upon a like Account that Chriſt 
tells us, Mat. xii. 40. That as Jonas was 
Three Days and Three Nights in tne 
+ Whales Belly, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
Three Days and Three Nights in the 
© Heart of the Earth. Not three whole 
Pays, and three whole Nights, bu: "ill 
the third day was begun. For by Day 
© and Night # here underſtood, the N 
C or what we name the artificial Day, 
© conſiſting of 24 Hours Day and 
Night, and till ſuch Third Day (or 
6 wxSnuepey) was begun, Chriſt reſted in the 
© Grave, otherwiſe tho he were in the Grave 


— — 


Se. Cic. ad Attic. L. 4. Epiſt. 3. D. a. d. [id eſt 
dat. ante Diem] vi. Kalendat Decembris, ad Fam. L. 
xvi. Ep. 1. a. d. iii. Nonas Octob. Theſſalonica ibid. 
Epi. 2. The ſame likewiſe occurs in LIV, Eo- 
dem anno Ante diem tertium Kalendas Fanuarias Co- 
lomam eduxerunt. Liy. Lib. 37. C. 57. And again, 
Ante Diem quartum Idus Martias. Liv. Lib. 40. 


Cap. 59. f 
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(383 ) 


© (part of) three Days, yet L he was there) 
© but two Nights. So Luk. xi. 21. when 


© eight Days were accompliſhed (for the 


© Circumciſion of the Child) they called 
© his Name Jeſus, that is upon the eighth 
© Day (lacluſive) reckoning the Day of hi 
Birth for the Firſt, and the Day of his Cir- 
cumciſion for the Laſt of the Eight Days, 
which with Six whole Days between make 
Eight; whereas if eight whole Days had 
been fully paſt, Chriſt bad been cercumciſed 
the Tenth Day, the Senſe being the ſame 
with that concerning John the Baptiſt Luk, 
i. 59. On the Eighth Day they came to 
circumciſe the Child. So here after eight 
© Days, that # on the eighth Day, or after 
© after the eighth Day was. come. Ard 
* this Tthink is the conſtant Language of Scrip« 
ture every where, And his [| Mr. Bampfieldi] 
© Objettion needs no other Anſwer, but that St. 
John did not ſpeak Engliſh.. (1.) 

D. I have now done with what concerns 
the New and Full Moon, you have fully ſatis. 
fied me as to that Point. I would now de. 
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N. B. Dr. Hallis has in his fecond Defence of 
tbe Chriſtian Sabbath Part” the Second, p. 17. &c. 
further vindicated this Incluſive manner of Scrip- 
ture Speech, and-ſhewn that Mat. xxvii. 3. John xx. 
26. Acts X. 3. and. XXIV. 1. and Revelat. XI. fi. 


C. That 


(39) 
fre to know, how I muſt find out the Sun- 
day after the Full Moon. ? 


C. That you may ſee in every Almanack, 
by the Dominical Letter. 

D. But I wou'd know how to find out 
this Dominical Letter? (I.) 

C. Todo that you muſt Divide the Year 
by four, and add together the Dividend Di- 
viſor and Quotient, and divide the Sum by 
Seven, and ſubſtract the Remainder thereof 
from Seven, after which Subſtraction the 
Remainder ſhews the Dominical Letter, 1 
denoting A. 2B. 3C.4D.5E.6F. and if 
o remains the Dominical Letter is G. For, 


— — —— 
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(I.) I cannot learn when the Column of Domini- 
cal Letters firſt got into the Calendar, The Letters 
in the Roman Calendar were 4. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. 
which ſhew'd their Nundina, and others which 
ſhew'd their Faſti, Nefaſti and Comitiales Dies, as 
may be ſeen in the Calendar of Julius Caſar, which 
Mr. Blonde! has given in his Hiſt. du Calendrier Ro- 


main, Part. 1. liv. 3. c. 5. And in the Period of 


Vidoris which was compos'd on Occaſion of the 
Differences about the true Time of keeping EAs- 
TER, A. D. 455. as Bucheriws tells us, Cap. 1. in- 
ſtead of the Column of Dominical Letters there 


is one wherein are inſerted, Feria II. III. IV. V. 


VI. Sabbat. Dominic. The Cycle of the Sun, as he 
there ſays, not being then invented. 

N. B. Petaviws I. 2. c. 64. makes mention of the 
Dominical Letter, when he foeaks of EASTER»DAY 


but of the Feria when he mentions the Full-Moon. 


Example, 
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Example, 1711 being divided by 4. has 


427 for its Quotient, which being added to 
1711 and 4, makes 2142, which being di- 
vided by 7 has © for its Remainder and ſhews 
the Dominical Letter to be G. 

D. Well, but how maſt | know the Do- 
minical Letters, when it is Biſeætile or Leap- 


Tear, for then ] find there are Two. 

C. It is known by Dividing the Year (caſting a- 
way tor the greater Eaſe, the Thouſands and Hun- 
dreds) by 4 whether the Year be Leap Tear or no, 
for if o remains then it is Biſſextile or Leap Tear, 
and the Letter that Follows in the Order of the 
Alphabet, net after that Letter which by the 
foregoing Rule is found to be the Dominical Let- 
ter, as there plac'd, (tho? it be in the Order of the 
Alphabet the Latter of the two) is the Dominical 
Letter, from Fan. the 1ff. till Feb. the 24th, from 
which Time to the End of the Tear, the Latter Le: 
ter of the two is the Dominical Letter. As for 
Example, By dividing the Year 1712 by 4, you 
will find that o remains, and by Conſequence that 
it is Biſſextile or Leap Year, and by the Rule J have 
before given you, you will find E to be the Dom- 
nical Letter, the next to which in the Order of the 


Alphabet, viz. F. being ſet before it, ſhews that F. E. 


are the Dommica! Letters for that Year, fo that 
F is the Dominical Letter from Fan. 1ſt to Feb. 24th, 
and E. for the remaining Part of the Year. 

D. Now Sir, if you pleaſe I wilt look upon the 
TABLE which you would have had me look'd 
upon before. - 

C. Here it 1s. 


A TABLE 


A TABLE of Gol. 


den Numbers and Domi. 


nical Letters. 


Calculated fir 532 Tears. 


Lunar Golden Years of our] Dominical Solar | 
Cycle. | Number] Lord. Letters. Cycle 
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[Lunar Golden [Years of our Dominical | Solar 
Cycle. Number. | Lord. Letters. Cycle. 
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(35) 
ED, 52 What do you propoſe by ſhewing me 
Table; 

c. The ſame End I propos'd to my ſelf when I 
irſt drew it up : Yiz. To ſhew you after what 
Manner the Ancient Computiſts, (or rather Dionyſius 
Exiguus ) who compiled the Table for finding Eaſter 
ir ever from which the Rule was gather d, cal. . 
culated the Full Moon; and as I ſaid before, it plainly 
zppears from hence that they accounted the * 
lion to be the Fourteenth Day, (and not the Fifreentl 
s Dr. Wallis would have it,) Incluſive from the New 
Moon. | | 

D. Pray, How does that appear ? 

C. Why, by calculating Eaſter Day for every one 
of the Years in this Table, according to the Me- 
thod I before told you was intended by the Rule, 
viz. by the Column of Golden Numbers in the Calen- 
dar of the Common- Prayer Book, by which Calcula- 
tion I have found that if we account the Full Moon 
to be the Fourrcenth Day incluſive from the New Moon, 
the Rule and the Table never claſh ; but that if we 
account the Full Moon, as Dr. Wallis, and ſome few 
others would have it, (F) to be the Fifreench Da 
ncluſive from the New Moon , then they Claſh at all 
thoſe Years where you find a V. ſet in the Column 
Dominical Letters. | | 

D. I intend to make the Calculation my ſelf, at 
my Leiſure, to ſatisfy my Curioſity , not that I ſuſ- 
ect your Veracitiy. But pray what does the Letter 
7 ſignify which is plac'd at ſome Years in the Co- 
lumn of Dominical Letters? 

C. It ſtands there to ſhew that in thoſe Years 
Mr. Thornton's Method of ſolving the Difficulty a- 
riſing from Eaſter Day's falling ſometimes on Marc 
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u) See the preceeding Tra, Sec, III. 


3 
22d, by telling us as I faid before, () Tha; 
Leap · Years the 2 th of March is the ſame as the v 
of March in Common Years ; and conſeqtntly the 
in Leap-Years EASTER DAY muſt be accounte 
to be the firſt Sunday after the firſt Full Moon, whi 
Bappens next after the 20th of March. Mr. Thorny 
thinking thereby to reconcile the Rule with th 
Table at the Year 1668, which was a Leap Tear, nd 
imagining that the Fourteenth Day incluſive after i 
New Myon would ever happen in Common Years 01 
March 21ft as it often does; wiz. Whenever th 
Golden Number is 16, as you will ſee when yq 
make the Calculation you intend. | 
D. But, pray, Why did you make a Calculatia 
for 532 Years, when perhaps a Calculation for 
much ſmaller Number of Years might have ſerv'd 
well ? 
C. If you will look at the Cloſe of the Table, you 
will ſee the Reaſan of my ſo doing ; for you wil 
Tee that the Lunar and Solar Cycle, Golden Numbr, 
and Dominical Letter of that Year, are the ſame 
thoſe of the fir of the Table; and if you will gin 
'your ſelf the trouble to continue the Table, you 
will find that it will go on in the ſame Order again, 
D. I would fain know the Reaſon of that, as alſothe 
true Meaning and Uſe of the Lunar and Solar Cyclz, 
C. I will readily ſatisfy you as to any Point & 
this, or any other Nature very readily : But to d 
this now would take up more Time than 7 can, ot 
perhaps you would willingly ſpare now. 
D. I will then take my Leave of you. Sir, Ian 
your very humble Servant. | 
C. Sir, I am yours with all my Heart. 
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